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Joshua 10:16–43  

16But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a 
cave at Makkedah. 17And it was told Joshua, saying, “The 
five kings have been found hidden in the cave at 
Makkedah.” 18So Joshua said, “Roll large stones against 
the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to guard them. 
19And do not stay there yourselves, but pursue your 
enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not allow them 
to enter their cities, for the LORD your God has delivered 
them into your hand.” 20Then it happened, while Joshua 
and the children of Israel made an end of slaying them 
with a very great slaughter, till they had finished, that 
those who escaped entered fortified cities. 21And all the 
people returned to the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in 
peace. No one moved his tongue against any of the 
children of Israel. 22Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of 
the cave, and bring out those five kings to me from the 
cave.” 23And they did so, and brought out those five kings 
to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the 
king of Eglon. 24So it was, when they brought out those 
kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of 
Israel, and said to the captains of the men of war who 
went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the necks of 
these kings.” And they drew near and put their feet on 
their necks. 25Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage, 
for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies against 
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whom you fight.” 26And afterward Joshua struck them 
and killed them, and hanged them on five trees; and they 
were hanging on the trees until evening. 27So it was at the 
time of the going down of the sun that Joshua 
commanded, and they took them down from the trees, 
cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and 
laid large stones against the cave’s mouth, which remain 
until this very day. 28On that day Joshua took Makkedah, 
and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He 
utterly destroyed them—all the people who were in it. He 
let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as 
he had done to the king of Jericho. 29Then Joshua passed 
from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and 
they fought against Libnah. 30And the LORD also delivered 
it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all 
the people who were in it with the edge of the sword. He 
let none remain in it, but did to its king as he had done to 
the king of Jericho. 31Then Joshua passed from Libnah, 
and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped 
against it and fought against it. 32And the LORD delivered 
Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second 
day, and struck it and all the people who were in it with 
the edge of the sword, according to all that he had done to 
Libnah. 33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help 
Lachish; and Joshua struck him and his people, until he 
left him none remaining.  

34From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel 
with him; and they encamped against it and fought 
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against it. 35They took it on that day and struck it with 
the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he 
utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had 
done to Lachish. 36So Joshua went up from Eglon, and all 
Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought against it. 
37And they took it and struck it with the edge of the 
sword—its king, all its cities, and all the people who were 
in it; he left none remaining, according to all that he had 
done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people 
who were in it. 38Then Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, to Debir; and they fought against it. 39And he 
took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them 
with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had 
done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had 
done also to Libnah and its king. 40So Joshua conquered 
all the land: the mountain country and the South and the 
lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he 
left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that 
breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded. 
41And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh Barnea as far 
as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as far as 
Gibeon. 42All these kings and their land Joshua took at 
one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel. 
43Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the 
camp at Gilgal.  

We left Joshua and the Israelites having witnessed a 
powerful miracle.  Joshua had the faith to ask the Lord to 
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make the sun and the moon to stand still and the Lord did it.  
Now we pick up with Joshua and the Israelites continuing in 
obedience to the Lord. 

Remember those five kings who in their fear of Joshua and 
the Israelites had decided to band together and attack the 
Gibeonites?  

Note how sin loves company. When we are going to sin, we 
tend to try to find someone to join us, engaging someone in 
gossip for instance. The king of Jerusalem needed someone 
to join him in attacking the Israelites, but when we drag 
people with us into sin, nothing good ever comes of it!   

Now we find them, defeated and hiding in a cave in 
Makkedah.  Joshua had his men roll large stones against the 
mouth of the cave and sets a guard to make sure they don’t 
escape.  Because the kings are effectively dealt with for the 
moment, Joshua doesn’t worry about them, instead, he goes 
about completing the task that the Lord had set before him. 

Joshua commands his army to pursue their enemies and 
attack their rear guard and not to let them enter the cities, 
and he encourages them with this promise: the LORD your 
God has delivered them into your hand.   

In verse 20 of our text it says:  20Then it happened, while 
Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying 
them with a very great slaughter, till they had finished, 
that those who escaped entered fortified cities. 

With the Lord fighting for Israel, what can stop them?  
Nothing but their own disobedience.  When they are obedient 
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to God, they are unbeatable, unstoppable.  The victory was a 
done deal, they just had to take action.  That is a call to us 
too, ladies, it is a done deal, we just have to obey and take 
action.   

No one moved his tongue against and of the children of 
Israel.  They didn’t dare. 

Now it is time to deal with the five kings who are imprisoned 
in the cave.  Joshua has them brought to himself and in front 
of everyone he has the captains of the men put their feet on 
their neck. 

But first, following an eastern custom of conquerors, often 
pictured on Egyptian and Assyrian monuments, Joshua 
instructed his field commanders to put their feet on the 
kings’ necks. This was a symbol of the complete subjugation 
of the defeated enemy. The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 
Walvoord & Zuck 

What a powerful moment, what encouragement to fight on in 
the midst of what must have been hard.  Listen to what 
Joshua says to them in verse 25. 

It makes me think of when Osama Bin Laden was found and 
killed.  It isn’t that we rejoice in the death of any human, but 
to remove the one who does rejoice in the torture and death 
of as many humans as possible, well, that is cause for 
encouragement.  Osama Bin Laden cannot hurt anyone 
anymore.  Every time we hear of some leader in Isis being 
killed, we should have that mixed reaction, we wouldn’t wish 
hell on our worst enemies, but to stop the torture of others, 
well, that is encouraging. 
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Proverbs 24:17–18 17Do not rejoice when your enemy 
falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; 
18Lest the LORD see it, and it displease Him, And He turn 
away His wrath from him.  

Look at how Joshua encourages his army: 

25Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for thus the 
LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”  

Joshua is encouraging them with the same words that the 
Lord has encouraged him!  

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of 
good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 

Joshua 1:6–7 6Be strong and of good courage, for to this 
people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong and 
very courageous, that you may observe to do according to 
all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do 
not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you 
may prosper wherever you go.  

Joshua 8:1 1Now the LORD said to Joshua: “Do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the people of war with 
you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your 
hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  
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You and I are called to do the same thing, to speak 
encouragement to each other using the encouragement that 
the Lord gives us! 

Ephesians 5:19 19speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord,  

Hebrews 3:13 13but exhort one another daily, while it is 
called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin.  

I don’t know about you guys but I think I have heard too 
often that a Scripture is “trite” or not what someone wants to 
hear and so I am wary of encouraging people with the Word.   

To quote a dear friend, “that’s dumb.”  Why wouldn’t I want 
to encourage people with the powerful, life changing truth 
that God offers us?  Now, I don’t want to go skipping and 
singing into a situation that is painful and lay down some 
light-hearted verbiage with a big ol’ smile and skip out of 
there.  That just isn’t being thoughtful or discerning.   

Proverbs 25:11 11A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold 
In settings of silver.  

I want to be that woman, the one that brings apples of gold in 
settings of silver. 

The flip side of being a woman who is wise and encouraging 
with the Word of God is: 

Proverbs 11:22 22As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, So is 
a lovely woman who lacks discretion.  
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Who says reading the Bible isn’t fun? 

It is so important that we use our words wisely and what 
better way to do that than to let the Word of God roll off of 
our tongues, being directed by the Holy Spirit and using 
discretion of course!   

Now that the five kings are gone, the troops are bolstered 
with the encouragement of the Lord it’s time to kick it up a 
notch.  

They took and obliterated Makkedah and its king, then they 
did the same to Libnah.  As they attacked Lachish, Horam 
the king of Gezer came to defend Lachish, but Joshua and 
the Israelites killed them all.  Then they demolished Lachish 
and every living soul in it.  After Lachish they took Eglon, 
Hebron and Debir.   

Note: Jerusalem is NOT listed here, but it’s king, Adonai-
Zedeck, the instigator of the attacks, was killed.    

40So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country 
and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, 
and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly 
destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had 
commanded. 41And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh 
Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even 
as far as Gibeon. 42All these kings and their land Joshua 
took at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for 
Israel. 43Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
to the camp at Gilgal.  

Those things that seem impossible, aren’t.  
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The mountain country, the south, the lowland and the 
wilderness slopes.  He did all that the Lord commanded him 
to do and the Israelites campaign was successful. 

Do all that the Lord commands us to do as if our lives 
depended on it, and encourage each other with the Word, 
using discernment, LOVE, and wisdom from the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


