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The Deed to the Property 

Week 24 

 

Last week, Kim brought us a powerful teaching on Joshua, 
chapter 11.  I love her three main points, 1) God gives us 
specific instructions to defeat our enemies.  2) God gives us 
spiritual riches to sustain us daily and 3) God gives us rest 
from our spiritual battles.   

Those are the most encouraging and powerful truths, those 
truths give us the oomph to keep moving forward when we 
are tired, done, exhausted or feeling defeated.  Thank you 
Kim!   

Now, we get to see the Israelites get the “deed to the 
property” and we get to hear a recount of the victories that 
God has provided.  How sweet this must have been to the 
Israelites.  They are not done yet as we will find out in 
upcoming chapters but they have taken the major cities and 
defeated the kings, giving them control of the Land of Milk 
and Honey.  

Joshua 12:1–24  

1These are the kings of the land whom the children of 
Israel defeated, and whose land they possessed on the 
other side of the Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from 
the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern 
Jordan plain: 2One king was Sihon king of the Amorites, 
who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from 
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Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, from the 
middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, 
which is the border of the Ammonites, 3and the eastern 
Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as the Sea 
of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), the road to Beth Jeshimoth, 
and southward below the slopes of Pisgah. 4The other king 
was Og king of Bashan and his territory, who was of the 
remnant of the giants, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and at 
Edrei, 5and reigned over Mount Hermon, over Salcah, 
over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and 
the Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to the border of 
Sihon king of Heshbon. 6These Moses the servant of the 
LORD and the children of Israel had conquered; and Moses 
the servant of the LORD had given it as a possession to the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 
7And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and 
the children of Israel conquered on this side of the 
Jordan, on the west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of 
Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, 
which Joshua gave to the tribes of Israel as a possession 
according to their divisions, 8in the mountain country, in 
the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the 
wilderness, and in the South—the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites: 9the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which 
is beside Bethel, one; 10the king of Jerusalem, one; the 
king of Hebron, one; 11the king of Jarmuth, one; the king 
of Lachish, one; 12the king of Eglon, one; the king of 
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Gezer, one; 13the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, 
one; 14the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 
15the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16the 
king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one; 17the king 
of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18the king of 
Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 19the king of 
Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20the king of Shimron 
Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21the king of 
Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22the king of 
Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 23the 
king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the 
people of Gilgal, one; 24the king of Tirzah, one—all the 
kings, thirty-one.  

I love how this ties into Kim’s points from last week.  We 
have watched God as He gave the Israelites specific 
instructions from the time of their captivity in Egypt until 
now and in retrospect, they can see that God’s specific 
instructions have led to the defeat of their enemies.   

Her second point, that God gives us spiritual riches to 
sustain us daily is played out as we see Manna and Quail fall 
from the sky to sustain them physically in the desert, their 
shoes did not wear out, the waters of the Red Sea and the 
Jordan rolled back miraculously in front of the Israelites and 
the Captain of the Lord’s Army appeared to Joshua 
promising victory.   

They went from 40 years in the desert to crossing the 
Jordan to being circumcised.  They began their battles at 
Jericho and fought for years, including one beautiful miracle 
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of a 48-hour day.  This ties into Kim’s final point, 3) God 
gives us rest from our Spiritual battles.  Here God is giving 
them a breather from their physical battles. What a needful 
rest ladies, they must have been exhausted!     

This was a climactic moment in the life of the young nation. 
After centuries in Egyptian bondage, decades in the barren 
wilderness, years of hard fighting in Canaan, the hour had 
arrived when the Israelites could at last settle down to build 
homes, cultivate the soil, raise families, and live in peace in 
their own land. The days of land allotment were a happy time 
for Israel. The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Walvoord & 
Zuck 

Story: Moving into the Winslow house.  Checking all of the 
property, exploring every nook, cranny and closet.   

As we dive into our Scripture, we first examine the victories 
and lands that the Israelites have on the East side of the 
Jordan.  These are the tribes of the Reubenites, the Gadites 
and the half tribe of Mannaseh.   

Waaaaaay back before Moses died, the tribes of Gad, Ruben 
and half the tribe of Manasseh took a gander at the land that 
they had conquered on the East side of the Jordan and 
decided that that was the place for them.  After much 
negotiation with Moses and a promise to send their armed 
men across the Jordan with the other 9.5 tribes, Moses 
consented.   

Numbers 32:33 33So Moses gave to the children of Gad, to 
the children of Reuben, and to half the tribe of Manasseh 
the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the 
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Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land 
with its cities within the borders, the cities of the 
surrounding country.  

Were they too impatient to wait for God to provide?  They 
hadn’t even seen what was on the other side!   

Was the request of the two and one-half tribes to settle in 
Transjordan a wise one? History would seem to answer no. 
Their territories had no natural boundaries to the east and 
were therefore constantly exposed to invasion by the 
Moabites, Canaanites, Arameans, Midianites, Amalekites, 
and others. And when the king of Assyria looked covetously 
toward Canaan, Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
were the first to be carried into captivity by the Assyrian 
armies (1 Chron. 5:26). The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 
Walvoord and Zuck 

This is a good check and balance for us too.  Too often we 
have a promise from the Lord but we aren’t patient enough 
to wait for it, so we compromise, we settle for less than what 
He has offered. 

Often when God has shown me something or promised me 
something, it is a while until He brings it to pass.  We have to 
remember that during that waiting period, during that 
journey, we are being shaped into what He needs us to be. It 
is not wasted time, it is needful time.  Just like the East side 
of the Jordan could never compare to the Land of Milk and 
Honey that God had promised His people, compromising and 
not waiting for God to follow through on His promises is 
selling ourselves and Him short!  I want the whole shebang. 
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Story: Signing up to be a Pilates instructor, finding out I was 
called to teach, just not Pilates, then waiting until God put it 
all in place. 

Next, in verses 7 - 8 of our Scriptures, we examine the land 
west of the Jordan, the land that the Israelites had been 
fighting for where the other nine and a half tribes will settle, 
the Land of Milk and Honey.   

Once again, I get the picture of the excitement of the new 
property, exploring what had been given to them, knowing it 
was theirs.   

Finally, there are 33 conquered kings listed in total, two on 
the East side of the Jordan and thirty-one on the West side, 
or the Promised Land. 

I am going to take a wild leap if you will indulge me.  We have 
talked repeatedly about the conquering of the Promised Land 
as a picture of the fullness of the Christian walk, or the Spirit 
filled life.  What if we listed our own defeated kings?  

When we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we 
agreed to let Him become King of our lives instead of 
ourselves, or any other thing we were ruled by.  I’ve been 
thinking about this in my own life lately, what I used to feel, 
what I used to be ruled by.   

What are some kings that you have seen conquered in your 
lives?  What are some that you need to seek the Lord and 
then choose not to let rule over you?   

It is so important to look back and see how far the Lord has 
brought us, it helps us to remember that. 
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As we join the Israelites in reflecting on and reciting the 
victories of the Lord in their lives and ours, we will be 
encouraged to press on as we remember: 

Luke 1:37 37For with God nothing will be impossible.”  

Luke 18:27 27But He said, “The things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God.”  

Let’s take all of the land, shall we? 

 

 


