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Joshua 13 

Joshua 13:1–33  

1Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the LORD 
said to him: “You are old, advanced in years, and there 
remains very much land yet to be possessed. 2This is the 
land that yet remains: all the territory of the Philistines 
and all that of the Geshurites, 3from Sihor, which is east 
of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron northward (which 
is counted as Canaanite); the five lords of the 
Philistines—the Gazites, the Ashdodites, the 
Ashkelonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the 
Avites; 4from the south, all the land of the Canaanites, 
and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians as far as Aphek, 
to the border of the Amorites; 5the land of the Gebalites, 
and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal Gad below 
Mount Hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath; 6all the 
inhabitants of the mountains from Lebanon as far as the 
Brook Misrephoth, and all the Sidonians—them I will 
drive out from before the children of Israel; only divide it 
by lot to Israel as an inheritance, as I have commanded 
you. 7Now therefore, divide this land as an inheritance to 
the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.” 8With the 
other half-tribe the Reubenites and the Gadites received 
their inheritance, which Moses had given them, beyond 
the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the LORD 
had given them: 9from Aroer which is on the bank of the 
River Arnon, and the town that is in the midst of the 
ravine, and all the plain of Medeba as far as Dibon; 10all 
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the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in 
Heshbon, as far as the border of the children of Ammon; 
11Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and 
Maachathites, all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan as far 
as Salcah; 12all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned 
in Ashtaroth and Edrei, who remained of the remnant of 
the giants; for Moses had defeated and cast out these. 
13Nevertheless the children of Israel did not drive out the 
Geshurites or the Maachathites, but the Geshurites and 
the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this 
day. 14Only to the tribe of Levi he had given no 
inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made 
by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them.  

15And Moses had given to the tribe of the children of 
Reuben an inheritance according to their families. 16Their 
territory was from Aroer, which is on the bank of the 
River Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the 
ravine, and all the plain by Medeba; 17Heshbon and all its 
cities that are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal 
Meon, 18Jahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath, 19Kirjathaim, 
Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the mountain of the valley, 
20Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth— 
21all the cities of the plain and all the kingdom of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom 
Moses had struck with the princes of Midian: Evi, Rekem, 
Zur, Hur, and Reba, who were princes of Sihon dwelling 
in the country. 22The children of Israel also killed with 
the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, among 
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those who were killed by them. 23And the border of the 
children of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This was 
the inheritance of the children of Reuben according to 
their families, the cities and their villages.  

24Moses also had given an inheritance to the tribe of Gad, 
to the children of Gad according to their families. 25Their 
territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half 
the land of the Ammonites as far as Aroer, which is before 
Rabbah, 26and from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and 
Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir, 
27and in the valley Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, 
and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of 
Heshbon, with the Jordan as its border, as far as the edge 
of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the other side of the Jordan 
eastward. 28This is the inheritance of the children of Gad 
according to their families, the cities and their villages.  

29Moses also had given an inheritance to half the tribe of 
Manasseh; it was for half the tribe of the children of 
Manasseh according to their families: 30Their territory 
was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og 
king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair which are in 
Bashan, sixty cities; 31half of Gilead, and Ashtaroth and 
Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the 
children of Machir the son of Manasseh, for half of the 
children of Machir according to their families. 32These 
are the areas which Moses had distributed as an 
inheritance in the plains of Moab on the other side of the 
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Jordan, by Jericho eastward. 33But to the tribe of Levi 
Moses had given no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel 
was their inheritance, as He had said to them.  

Last week, the halfway point in the book of Joshua, we took a 
big deep breath in the Scriptures, we rejoiced in the victories 
that the Lord had given to Joshua and the Israelites, and 
then we acknowledged the need for patience and also a need 
for the desire to explore the land that God has given us.   

Now we start to get very specific about the land that the Lord 
is giving to each tribe.  We are going to see a list of the cities 
that each tribe is going to possess and we are going to focus 
in on several important truths the whole way through.  This 
is going to occupy us for several chapters.  

Note: though we are talking about the dividing of the land 
and the tribes of Ruben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh 
returning to their possession, we won’t see them released to 
go there until chapter 22.  Just a side note. 

I love how our Scripture starts today, 1Now Joshua was old, 
advanced in years. And the LORD said to him: “You are 
old, advanced in years  I don’t know why that makes me 
giggle but talk about adding insult to injury.  You know when 
the Lord tells you that you are old, you are OLD! 

There is a purpose in this comment though, time is running 
out for Joshua, his time with the Israelites is almost up and 
there is a whole lot left to do.  Remember that last week we 
talked about the pause not being the end of taking the land, 
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but rather just that, a pause.  Now we get an inventory of 
what is left to do.   

This should pierce our hearts too, what are we focused on?  
Are we recognizing that we are “getting old” and need to take 
the land?  Are we waiting a bit to get right in an area with 
God?  Tomorrow is not promised ladies.  

Can you imagine the senioritis they had?  Verses 2 – 7 is an 
inventory of what is left to be possessed and a command to 
divvy it up between the remaining nine and a half tribes. 

Verses 8 – 33 are the inventory and dividing up of the land 
on the East side of the Jordan.  Chapter 14 through about 22 
will be the dividing up of the land on the West side of the 
Jordan.   

Let’s jump in at verse 12. 12all the kingdom of Og in 
Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei, who 
remained of the remnant of the giants; for Moses had 
defeated and cast out these.   

The land on the East side of the Jordan is already conquered 
and I love how casually the defeat of the remnant of the 
giants is mentioned.  There is no PTSD here, no fear of what 
comes next in life.  I think that is how we will see the battles 
we fought when we look back in life.  When we are in heaven, 
will they be something that we just casually mention?  For 
Moses had defeated and cast out these.   

Look with me at the very next verse.  13Nevertheless the 
children of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the 
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Maachathites, but the Geshurites and the Maachathites 
dwell among the Israelites until this day. 

This is one of those compare and contrast moments ladies.  
Look at the first word in verse 13, NEVERTHELESS, which is 
defined as: in spite of that.  Moses, in obedience to the Lord, 
casually cast out the giants of the land.  But the children of 
Israel DID NOT drive out the Geshurites or the Maachathites.   

Remember waaaaay back at the beginning of our study, we 
talked about what God promised Israel if they obeyed and 
what Israel actually took?   

“I had no idea until recently that when God told the Israelites 
that He was giving them the land from the wilderness and 
this Lebanon all the way to the Great Sea toward the going 
down of the sun, He was giving them 300,000 square miles, 
it was theirs, it was a done deal.  They just had to go in and 
possess the land.  But they didn’t.  They only possessed 
30,000 square miles.” 

Here we see where they compromised by not completely 
driving out the Geshurites and the Maachathites.  Do you 
remember talking about why the Lord wanted the Israelites 
to completely destroy all the inhabitants of the land? 

In chapter 18 of Leviticus, there is an intense list of icky do-
not-do’s that the Lord lays down and He says: 

Leviticus 18:24–25 24‘Do not defile yourselves with any of 
these things; for by all these the nations are defiled, 
which I am casting out before you. 25For the land is 
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defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity 
upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.  

He is warning them that the things the Canaanites do are 
abominable and if they cohabitate with them, the Israelites 
will start to do what the Canaanites do. 

Leviticus 20:22–23 22‘You shall therefore keep all My 
statutes and all My judgments, and perform them, that 
the land where I am bringing you to dwell may not vomit 
you out. 23And you shall not walk in the statutes of the 
nation which I am casting out before you; for they commit 
all these things, and therefore I abhor them.  

What was the end result of their disobedience?   

One example: 

i. David later married a princess from Geshur (the Geshurites), 
and his son Absalom was born of her (2 Samuel 3:3).  Absalom 
returned to Geshur and used it as a place to plot against his 
father David (2 Samuel 13:37-38, 14:23, and 14:32). David Guzic 
 
We know from the Old Testament that the land of Israel 
repeatedly turns to idols, worships other gods, sacrifices 
their children to Molech, we know that what God warned 
against came to pass.   
 
The same principle of verse 15, nevertheless is repeated in 
verse 15:63, 16:10 and 17:12, the Israelites failed to do all 
that God asked of them and history has shown that to be a 
terrible, terrible error with a terrible price to pay.   
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2 John 9  9Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the 
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.  

1 John 5:2, 2By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 
3For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome.  

God does not leave us alone and wait to see if we will obey 
Him, He gives us His Holy Spirit and empowers us to obey 
Him.  Can we stifle the Spirit?  You betcha.  It really does 
come down to a choice, to listen to and respond to the Holy 
Spirit or to ignore Him and callous ourselves to the generous 
help that the Lord gives us.   

The next stop I want to make in our chapter verse 22.  22The 
children of Israel also killed with the sword Balaam the 
son of Beor, the soothsayer, among those who were killed 
by them. 

We have to jump on over to Numbers 22 to find out who 
Baalam the son of Beor is.  It is quite a long story, so I will 
summarize it and we will dive in to Baalam for our 
homework.   

Balak, king of the Moabites saw that Israel was unstoppable 
and decided that he had to do something about it. 

Numbers 22:4–6 4So Moab said to the elders of Midian, 
“Now this company will lick up everything around us, as 
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an ox licks up the grass of the field.” And Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 5Then he 
sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, 
which is near the River in the land of the sons of his 
people, to call him, saying: “Look, a people has come from 
Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and are 
settling next to me! 6Therefore please come at once, curse 
this people for me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps 
I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the 
land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he 
whom you curse is cursed.”  

Now, we know that Balaam was wicked but he still heard the 
voice of God.  He would not curse the Israelites no matter 
how the king tried to coerce him.  This is the same Balaam 
whose donkey spoke to him!  Enjoy your homework. 

And finally, notice that God reminds us twice in chapter 13 
that the Levites do not get a piece of the pie.  No inheritance 
for them.  Why?  Because He Himself is their inheritance.   

Ladies, we are a royal priesthood, we have been adopted in, 
those things that the world seek after are not for us.   

Proverbs 23:4–5 4Do not overwork to be rich; Because of 
your own understanding, cease! 5Will you set your eyes 
on that which is not? For riches certainly make 
themselves wings; They fly away like an eagle toward 
heaven.  

Matthew 6:19–2119“Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
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where thieves break in and steal; 20but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.  

We are called to work hard, as unto the King, but we are not 
called to strive for the things of this world!  The things of 
this world are passing away and though I believe we are to 
enjoy what God provides, we are to keep that in check and 
balance.  There is nothing wrong with being wealthy, God 
allows many of His children to be wealthy and I have seen 
some truly outstanding examples of His children who are 
wealthy living for Christ and using their wealth for His glory.  
The difference is spending our time trying to acquire wealth.  
Again, it is vital that we are good stewards of the finances He 
provides, but to strive for wealth for the sake of wealth takes 
our eyes off of Him and causes us to serve “the other” 
master.   

There is no greater inheritance that being His own special 
people!  

Matthew 6:22– 22“The lamp of the body is the eye. If 
therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of 
light. 23But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full 
of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness! 24“No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 
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25“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and 
the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the 
air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? 27Which of you by worrying can add one 
cubit to his stature? 28“So why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin; 29and yet I say to you that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today 
is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not 
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31“Therefore 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. 33But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.  

We need to make sure that we don’t get lazy, we need to take 
all of the land, like Moses, able to say that we drove out the 
giants.  We need to be sure of who we are listening to and it is 
vital that we seek the Lord first, all these things will be 
added to us! 
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