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Joshua 13 – Homework 
A Donkey Talks 

 
 

As promised, we get to dive into the history of Balaam, the 
wicked prophet that God used.  Who isn’t curious about a 
donkey speaking?   
 
Let’s start by reading the history of Balaam.  Read Numbers 
22 – 24.   
 
1) Once again, the Israelites reputation preceded them.  
What does Numbers 22:3 tell us? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
2) What did they fear the Israelites would do in Numbers 
22:4? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
3) What does Balak, the king of the Moabites decide is his 
best course of action in Numbers 22:5,6 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
4) In those same two verses, what is Balaam’s reputation? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
5) Scary, right?  Open to Proverbs 26:2, what did the 
Israelites have to fear? _______________________ 
 
6) Now let’s look at Numbers 22, verses 7 – 13, the men 
representing Balak come to Balaam and bring the king’s 
request.  What does Balaam do? 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Do you really think that God didn’t know who the men with 
Balaam were in verse 9?  I would like to humbly submit that 
He always knows, but He is pointing out to Balaam that 
maybe his houseguests are not the right sort of company to 
be spending time with?   
 
7) What does the Lord answer Balaam in verse 12? 
__________________________ 
 
8) Read Psalm 121, what are the promises in these 8 verses? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
That is powerful and here we see it being lived out.  God has 
blessed the Israelites, He is not going to let anyone curse 
them!  Do we live in that boldness?  We cannot lose, even if 
our very lives are taken from us we still win because we get 
eternity in heaven with Him.   
 
9) Read Hebrews 1:14, what do angels do for us? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
What a powerful truth, what a sweet blessing that the Lord 
sends His angels to minister to us!   
 
10) Read John 10:28, 29, what is promised? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
That is for you and me ladies, we cannot lose!   
 
Okay, back to Balaam and his poor donkey.   
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11) Look at Numbers 22:13, does Balaam obey or disobey 
God? ____________________________ 
 
In verses 14 – 17, Balak’s posse returns with the bad news 
that Balaam won’t be coming to curse the Israelites, so Balak 
sends another group of representatives with the promise of 
honor and wealth if Balaam will just come to do what Balak 
wants.  Doesn’t that sound like the world to you?  Can you 
picture a slogan or a t.v. ad that promises the “good life” for 
something that you know the Lord has asked or told you not 
to do?  The first thing that came to mind for me was “what 
happens in Vegas stays in Vegas”.  YUCK!  
 
12) What pops into your head?  Are you battling with a 
particular temptation? Maybe it is not as overt as the Vegas 
example, maybe it is the temptation to gossip, or gamble.  Is 
there something promising you honor and wealth or even 
just a temporary relief that will make you go against God? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
13) What does Numbers 22:18 tell us? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Balaam is looking like a pretty good guy, right?  This is 
where it gets scary and we need to sit up and take notice.  
You see, Balaam has the appearance of being a good guy, he 
knows all the right things to say and he is actually obeying 
God but we will see that Balaam is NOT the good guy he 
seems to be.   
 
14) Let’s read on.  What does God tell Balaam to do in 
Numbers 22:20? Note the very specific instruction 
_________________________________________________________ 
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In Numbers 22:21, Balaam does what God asks him to do.  
Now read Numbers 22:22, what goes wrong in Numbers 
22:22?  
 
Look at what Pastor David says in his commentary;  
 
Rise and go with them: God did not change His mind. Balaam would 
not now be in the will of God if he went with Balak's messengers. 
We can say that God did not change His will. He had clearly declared 
His will, and Balaam had decisively rejected it. Now God prepared 
Balaam up for judgment, to both test and reveal the wickedness of 
Balaam's heart. 
ii. We know that sometimes, God says "no" to the prayers of His 
people, because He loves them. But also, sometimes God says "yes" to 
the desires of the wicked, because He will judge them. 
b. Balaam rose in the morning: No doubt, he woke up at the break of 
dawn. He could not wait to do the wrong his heart desired, and he is 
so happy God is "blessing" by allowing him to go! 
i. We can imagine Balaam all sullen and depressed when God said "no" 
through both conscience and clear word. Then he was happy and 
excited, believing he had convinced God to say "yes" - with no idea 
what God was really doing. 
 
And one final bit: 
 
a. God's anger was aroused because he went: Some might think this 
was unfair, seeing that God told Balaam to go and then was angry 
because he went. But Balaam only went because he had first rejected 
God voice, both in conscience and clear command, and God should be 
angry about that. 
 
Ladies, we can absolutely push past what God desires and 
that should scare the biscuits out of us.  We need to listen to 
Him and though He does not condemn us for questioning, I 
don’t want to try His patience and we can certainly harden 
our own hearts.  I often ask Him to help me hear His still 
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small voice but it takes a conscious choice my sweet friends.  
The world, the enemy and the flesh do not want us to hear 
the still small voice of God, so what do they do?  SHOUT 
LOUDER, they try to drown Him out.  Don’t listen to the 
messages of this world, the enemy or your flesh beautiful 
ladies, know God, know His voice and obey it.  I think Pastor 
Ricky’s teachings about checking to see if something is of 
God gives us a clear way to check if what we are hearing is 
the voice of God.  Does it line up with the Word of God? Or as 
Ricky put it, Will this violate the clear teaching of the 
Scripture. Will this strengthen or diminish your relationship 
with God.  Finally, do you have peace? These are some 
extremely good questions to always have in the forefront of 
our minds. 
 
15) Remember when we looked at John 10:28 a few 
questions ago?  Look at the verse just before it, what does 
John 10:27 say?  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
We have to be able to distinguish between God’s voice and 
the cacophony that is shouting at us!  (I love that word, if 
you don’t know it, go get your dictionary and add it to your 
collection!) 
 
16) Read Numbers 22:22, look carefully, Who took His stand 
against Balaam?  ________________________________________ 
and Who is that? ______________.  Whew, another 
Christophany.  This is important!  We are talking about 
blessing or cursing the Israelites, this shows us how 
seriously God takes protecting His people, He sent Jesus to 
stand in the way!   
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Now read Numbers 22:23 – 27 to get the context of what 
happens next. The poor donkey, I want to smack Balaam 
because he keeps hitting his donkey!  So rude. 
 
17) Okay, incredible, fun moment in the Word of God alert. 
Read Numbers 22:28, describe what happens: 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Where on earth is Balaam’s sense of awe?  His donkey just 
rebuked him and what does he say in his anger?  I wish I 
could kill you!  I don’t think that would be my response, I 
HOPE it wouldn’t be my response.   
 
Ladies, we should never be afraid of speaking for the Lord, if 
He speaks through a donkey, He can speak through us!  I 
LOVE this part of the Word! 
 
18) Summarize Numbers 22:29, 30 and remember, you are 
summarizing a conversation that actually happened between 
a donkey and a man! 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
Please note how well-spoken the donkey is! J  
 
19) Now in verses 31 – 35 of our Scripture, Balaam speaks 
with the Angel of the Lord (I love that the Lord defends the 
donkey!).  Summarize their conversation: 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
The Lord would have killed Balaam and let the donkey live!!  
 
Okay ladies, if I don’t tie this up, you will be doing this 
homework FOREVER, so let’s finish up. It is just so meaty! 
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20) Okay, keep reading all the way through Numbers 24, 
how many times does Balak try to get Balaam to curse 
Israel? ___________________ 
 
21) What happens each time? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
22) Focus in on Numbers 24:1, what was Balaam using to try 
to discern the will of the Lord?  ________________________ 
 
23) Look at Exodus 22:18, what does the Lord say? 
________________________? 
 
That is the first place of many that the Lord forbids sorcery, 
Balaam was NOT a good guy and what he is doing is in direct 
contradiction with the Bible, RED FLAG!!   
 
A couple of things to note, Balak keeps trying to get Balaam 
to curse Israel, He tries from different angles and locations, 
but nothing works.  That tells me that the enemy is going to 
do the same thing with you and me.  Just when we think we 
are safe from attack, he tries another angle.  
 
24) What do we need to fight against the enemy?  We have 
talked about this one before, read Ephesians 6:10 -18, what 
should we be praying? 
___________________________________________ 
 
25) Do you want to fight?  Read Colossians 3:1-17, what does 
it say to do?  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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What a beautiful way to defeat the enemy, with LOVE and 
obedience to God!   
 
26) Finish up with Numbers 22:19,20, what do we see about 
our God? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
You want to talk about powerful ways to defeat the enemy?  
Know God.  Know His character, His Word, abide in Him!  I 
love knowing that God cannot lie.  In our wishy washy world, 
God is never changing, always doing what He says He will do, 
that is a 100% money back guarantee!!  
 
There are so many places to camp out in this Scripture, 
enjoy digging into the prophesies and reading the rest of this 
particular piece of our history.  We focused in on two main 
points: 
 
1st, that we have to be careful who we listen to and who we 
follow.  Balaam had the appearance of being a godly man but 
he was evil.  I have heard too often of someone getting 
radically hurt by a wolf in sheep’s clothing.  We need to be 
listening to the still small voice of God so that we can discern 
what He wants us to do and whom He wants us to trust!   
 
2nd, God is fighting for us ladies, that should be an 
encouragement for us to fight on too, the enemy is a defeated 
foe!     
 
 
 
 
 


