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NOTES - for Joshua 15:20-63 
REMEMBER! 

 
I was honored when Debi asked me to 
teach this study today. I was excited. 
Then I read the portion of scripture and 
was just a teeny bit less excited. It is 
virtually a list of cities apportioned to 
Judah. There are no people mentioned. 
There is no action and no doctrine to 
unpack. I was a bit concerned how I 
could pull out a lesson that would be 
relevant to us today. But before I started 
to give in to worry and stress, I 
remembered  
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
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reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. 
 
We have free will. We can choose to  
believe ALL of God’s Word or not.  I 
chose to believe it and because you’re 
here, I’m pretty sure you choose to 
believe it, too.  
 
Isaiah 30:18 says “Blessed are all those 
who wait for Him”. So I trusted that there 
was indeed something there for us ...  
but what? I remembered what Inga-Lill 
said about digging deeper. So I prayed 
and I trusted that if God had called to 
teach from this, He would show me 
where to dig..... and later that He did!!! 
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First I’m going to read Joshua 15:20-62. 
Don’t worry - it takes about 3 minutes. 
We’ll save v. 63 until the end. You are 
going to see that I will pronounce the 
names of all these ancient cities 
PERFECTLY - and I’m counting on 
none of you knowing how they really 
should be pronounced. � 
 
*** READ Joshua 15:20-62 *** 
 
I was sitting in the eye doctor’s waiting 
room on Thursday afternoon and it 
suddenly came to me:      
                
— REMEMBER — 
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In the Old Testament, God always tells 
His people to remember where they were 
and how He has blessed them.  
 
Deuteronomy 4:9  God said, “Only be 
careful, and watch yourselves closely so 
that you do not forget the things your eyes 
have seen or let them fade from your heart 
as long as you live. Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them.” 
 
And in the New Testament, at the last 
supper, when Jesus introduced the New 
Covenant, He took the bread and the 
wine, and told His disciples to remember 
Him when they (we) take communion.  
 
It’s important for us to remember these 
things. I like to start my prayers 
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recalling how He rescued me from 
eternal death - a death that I deserved. I 
recall the times He has protected me and 
provided for me. The times He made me 
do things I didn't want to do that turned 
out to be wonderful. I think of how 
gracious He has always been to me and I 
feel that same thrill of my salvation all 
over again. Remembering refreshes my 
trust in Him. It makes me love Him even  
more. It establishes for me His 
trustworthiness and His ability to do all 
things. That’s what He wants from all 
His people. That tight-knit, mutual, 
loving relationship. 
 
In 2 Peter 1:12, Peter basically says “You 
already know this but you might need 
reminding”. Can anyone relate? We get 
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busy and things sometimes fade in our 
memory.  
 
The lesson from this passage is not very  
obvious at first glance but if you have 
been reading the Bible for any amount of 
time, some of these city names should 
sound familiar.  I thought: what about 
discussing great works God has done in a 
few of these cities and some mistakes or 
failures of man for not trusting God to 
come through for him.  
 
At the time of Joshua, the Israelites 
didn’t yet have any history in most of 
these cities, but they would have in the 
future. And we know these stories from 
the Bible.  
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For example: 
 
Carmel 
This is where David had a run-in with a 
nasty man named Nabal. God took 
Nabal’s life very suddenly and David 
married his widow, who was a gracious 
woman, whose wise words  averted a 
disaster from happening. Her 
intervention saved many innocent lives 
and spared David the guilt of those 
deaths.  
 
But more importantly, Carmel is the site 
where God made His power and might 
known in Israel and showed just how 
powerless the false gods they worshipped 
really were.  
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In 1 Kings 18 the prophet Elijah 
challenges the 450 prophets of Baal to a 
contest to determine who the real God is. 
They each get the same amount of wood 
and an animal for sacrifice. Neither is to 
set it on fire. They are to pray to their 
gods to call down fire.  The prophets of 
Baal got to go first.  
 
Elijah said “Then you call on the name of 
your gods, and I will call on the name of 
the Lord; and the God who answers by 
fire, He is God.”  
 
So they called on Baal from morning 
even till noon, but there was  no answer. 
Elijah needled them a bit and they tried 
harder. They leaped about the altar and 
cried out loud, and cut themselves, until 
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the blood gushed out. This went on until 
evening.  No response.  
 
Then it was Elijah’s turn. First he 
repaired the altar of the Lord  that was 
broken down and he made a  trench 
around it. He filled it with water, and 
poured water on the burnt sacrifice and 
wood 3 times (note: there was no water 
used by the other prophets).  
 
Then Elijah said, “ Lord  God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 
known this day that You are God in 
Israel.” 
 
Then the fire of the Lord fell and 
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
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wood and the stones and the dust, and it 
licked up the water that was in the trench. 
 
God didn’t just light a fire. He consumed 
everything — even the rocks!  He didn’t 
do this to show off. His goal was to win 
back the hearts of those who had lost 
their way. He did it to show who He is. 
He is the one true God. There are no 
other gods. 
 
Moses said it in Deuteronomy 4:39 
“Therefore know this day, and consider it 
in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God 
in heaven above and on the earth beneath; 
there is no other.” 
 
That is a vitally important instruction -
for us and for everyone of everywhere.  
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Hazor  
When Joshua was going around 
conquering the land, the king of Hazor 
heard about it and gathered several 
kingdoms to fight with him against 
Israel.  
 
Joshua 11:4 speaking of this group says,   
So they went out, they and all their armies 
with them, as many people as the sand that 
is on the seashore in multitude, with very 
many horses and chariots. 
 
In Deuteronomy 20:1, God tells the 
Israelites, "When you go to war against 
your enemies and see horses and chariots 
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and an army greater than yours, do not be 
afraid of them."  
 
The Israelites had neither horses nor 
chariots. But they did have something  
infinitely better. They had the all- 
powerful Creator of the universe on their 
side. Horses and chariots would make 
them considerably more powerful than 
they were, but did God want them to 
count on their own strength to succeed in 
their conquests? No. God wanted them to 
rely on His power for their success.  
 
And that’s what He wants for us as well. 
In whatever I do, if I have not prayed 
and trusted God for direction, the odds 
are that the outcome will not be the best. 
Sometimes, because God is merciful, it’s 
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not a disaster. But ‘not a disaster’ isn’t 
what I was going for.  
 
I want the outcome to be what God 
wants. He is worthy of our trust and 
obedience. We ought to trust Him in 
spite of how overwhelming the obstacle 
appears. He knows better than we do and 
He wants the best for us and from us.  
 
En Gedi 
 
In 1 Samuel 24  David is fleeing from 
Saul who is trying to kill him. When Saul 
hears that David is in En Gedi, he takes 
3,000 men to go capture David. Saul 
needs a men’s room when he gets to En 
Gedi, so he steps into a cave. Then 
David’s men say “Here’s your chance. 
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God has delivered your enemy right into 
your hands!”   
 
David would never consider killing a 
man that God had appointed to be king 
but he did sneak in and cut off a piece of 
his robe. Then he felt guilty.  
 
He said, “The Lord forbid that I should do 
this thing to my master, the Lord’s 
anointed, to stretch out my hand against 
him, seeing he is the anointed of the 
Lord.” And he held his men back from 
doing any violence to Saul.  
 
Later on outside, David called to Saul 
from a distance and showed him the 
piece of the robe. He said he could have 
killed him but chose not to. He told Saul 
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that he shouldn’t believe the lies that he 
was out to kill him. Saul received this 
and wept and they made what would be a 
short-lived peace. Saul was falling deeper 
and deeper into madness because of the 
anger and jealousy he failed to bring to 
God. It festered and it didn’t just ruin his 
life. It affected everyone around him. 
That’s how sin operates. It takes as many 
victims as it can.  
 
 
Jerusalem 
Last but never least, we come to 
Jerusalem.  The city on which God chose 
to put His name. It is the holy city.  
 
King David, whose descendants would 
include the Messiah, established the 



 

 Page 16 of 24 

monarchy in Jerusalem. It is where he 
had many highs and lows. Lots of family 
drama! 
 
 
 
Jerusalem was the site of the sacred  
temple dedicated to Yahweh.  It is the 
city that was amazed by Jesus then was 
roused to turn against Him. Jerusalem 
has where Jewish men were required to 
come for the important festivals. Ever 
year millions of Christians all over the 
world make the trip to see the empty 
tomb, to pray  and walk where Jesus 
walked.  
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It is where Jesus introduced the new 
covenant at the last supper on the night 
He was betrayed.   
 
It is where He was arrested, tortured and 
died that we night live. He paid the price 
for our sin. He could have easily avoided 
it but “God so loved the world”.  
 
And its where He rose to life again giving 
us the hope of eternal life with Him. 
 
Our last verse (v.63) says “As for the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the children of Judah could not drive them 
out; but the Jebusites dwell with the 
children of Judah at Jerusalem to this 
day.” 
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It says they “could not” drive them out ... 
yet God had promised to help them. 
 
In Numbers 33:50-53 God told Moses 
“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to 
them: ‘When you have crossed the Jordan 
into the land of Canaan, then you shall 
drive out all the inhabitants of the land 
from before you, destroy all their engraved 
stones, destroy all their molded images, 
and demolish all their high places; you 
shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land 
and dwell in it, for I have given you the 
land to possess.’ ” 
 
 
The fact that Jerusalem was set on a hill 
probably made it easy to defend but 
knowing that it was God’s explicit 
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command to drive the Canaanites out of 
the land and then having seen Him give 
them favor time and time again, there 
should have been no doubt in their 
minds, no reason for the Jebusites to 
remain occupants of Jerusalem until 
King David finally took control of the 
city some 200 yrs later. If they had only 
truly believed that God was for them, 
then who could stop them? 
 
Sometimes we want to take the easy way 
out. We may think, “I know what God 
has said but really it seems too hard and 
things aren’t so bad the way they are.” 
We feel a compromise is OK. And so we 
don’t even try. I know I’ve felt that way 
before but I have learned the only good 
way is God’s way.  
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Numbers 33:55-56 
“But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, 
then it shall be that those whom you let 
remain shall be  irritants in your eyes and 
thorns in your sides, and they shall harass 
you in the land where you dwell. Moreover 
it shall be that I will do to you as I thought 
to do to them.” 
 
That’s a chilling thought! 
 
Postponed obedience will always come 
back to haunt you. Yes, we have a God 
who has promised to forgive us when we 
sincerely repent, but sin has a way of 
making itself comfortable in our lives. It 
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smoothes over our feelings of guilt and 
after awhile, we forget it’s there.  
 
When my husband and I bought our first 
house, a very small house in the country, 
we furnished it with whatever we could 
find in my mother-in-law’s attic. We 
wound up with no nightstands. So we 
temporarily used two ugly old 1970’s 
aluminum tray tables (you know, the 
kind you’d use to eat in front of the TV) 
to hold the clock radio, and lamps, etc. 
until we got settled and found just the 
right nightstands.  
 
SEVEN YEARS LATER, we sold our 
house to move to another city. When we 
got around to emptying our bedroom, we 
were both shocked to find that we had 
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been using those old tray tables the entire 
time! We had gotten so used to them that 
we didn’t even notice them anymore. 
That is what sin is like. It slowly fades 
from our conscience and we forget about 
it.  
 
It is crucial that we humble ourselves 
before God and repent of our sin quickly 
then remember not to go there again.  
 
Psalm 119:11   “I have hidden your word 
in my heart that I might not sin against 
you.” 
 
Dave Guzik: “..... one of Satan’s great 
strategies is to make us remember what 
we should forget and forget what we 
should remember. If we don’t remember 
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our past sins and rebellions against God, 
we can easily repeat them, falling into the 
same sinful patterns and traps: 1 
Corinthians 10:12 
“Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall.” 
 
If you want a clear conscience before 
God and man, and you’d like to skip all 
the associated anguish and stress, then 
get in the habit of trusting & obeying 
Him immediately.  
 
Trust me, it’s the best way. 
 
I’d like to end with a Scripture from our 
homework.  
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Psalm 28:7   “The Lord is my strength and 
my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he 
helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and with 
my song I praise him.” 


