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The Promises of God 
Joshua 16 & 17, Week 29 – Homework 

 
 
 
In chapters 16 and 17 of Joshua, we are presented with two 
different examples of claiming the promises of God.  First, we 
have the beautiful example of the daughters of Zelophehad 
and second, we have the stark contrast of the Josephites, 
otherwise known as the tribe of Ephraim and the half tribe of 
Manasseh.   
 
First, let’s look back at the daughters of Zelophehad.  
Zelophehad is first mentioned in Numbers 26, during the 
second census of Israel.  We see that they are listed in the 
lineage of Gilead, who is in the line of Manasseh who 
ultimately is the line of Joseph (Numbers 26:28-33).   
 
1) Open up to Numbers 26:33, what do we learn about 
Zelophehad?  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Such a small amount of information to have such a pivotal 
impact on the world, right? 
 
Before we look at Moses’ (the Lord’s) promise to the girls 
let’s take one more quick peek at Zelophehad.   
 
2) What does Numbers 27:3 tell us about Zelophehad?  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Let’s take a closer look at Korah. 
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3) Read Numbers 16:1-40 and as you read, look for the 
reason why Zelophehed’s daughters felt it was important to 
clarify that their father was not in the company of Korah?  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
4) Do you think they would have been confident in asking for 
a blessing if their father had been numbered with Korah in 
his sin?  ____________ 
 
5) That leads us to a question for ourselves, why would we 
feel confident demanding God’s blessing if we are rebelling 
against God?  ____________________________________________ 
 
Now, I want to be verrrrrrry clear about something here.  We 
can’t be perfect.  I’ve tried J, it doesn’t work.   
 
6) What does Hebrews 4:16 tell us? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Remember that God knows us through and through and He 
longs for us to function in love and He longs for our 
motivation to be love, not legalism.  He longs to extend grace 
and mercy to us and He longs for us to extend it to those 
around us.  What a beautiful place church is, what an 
incredible family the body of Christ is when we function like 
that, wouldn’t you say? 
 
Now let’s take a look at a ground breaking moment in 
history.  
 
Read at Numbers 27:1- 11.  This is a very powerful moment.  
God is recognizing women as equal to men, which He always 
has, but here we get to see it in action.   
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7) In Numbers 27:5, what does Moses do when the daughters 
of Zelophehad come to him with their request?  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
8) And how does the Lord answer Moses in Numbers 27:7? 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
This could have happened in so many different ways.  For 
instance, it could have been part of the instruction that the 
Lord gave to Moses when He gave him the law, but God 
wanted something different.  You see, this didn’t catch Him 
by surprise, He didn’t forget.  But by showing us the 
daughter’s boldness to approach Moses for their portion of 
inheritance, He makes us much bolder to approach the Lord 
for ours.  Another beautiful lesson that we see is that the 
daughters of Zelophehed knew God to be perfectly just, 
therefore they were confident that they could approach Him, 
and we see evidence of that by the fact that they told Moses 
that their father had no part in the rebellion of Korah!   
 
Ladies, we are justified by the blood of Jesus Christ, we 
should be BOLD in asking God for the things He longs to give 
us!  He has offered us the Promised Land spiritually but are 
we only taking the 10% because it is uncomfortable?  
Difficult?  May it never be! 
 
The daughters of Zelophehed came boldly to Moses, but they 
were not entitled.   
 
9) Grab your handy dandy dictionaries, or just ask Siri, 
define entitled: 
__________________________________________________________ 
(check out the Cambridge Dictionary online, WHEW, that’s a 
doozy!) 
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Now, at the end of Joshua 17, we come across another 
request, this time it is from the children of Joseph to Joshua.   
 
10) Read Joshua 17:14 – 18, what did the Josephites request 
of Joshua? 
_________________________________________________ 
 
11) What is the reason for their request in verse 14? 
________________________________ 
 
12) Wait a red-hot minute.  Go back to Joshua 16:10 and 
Joshua 17:13, what do these Scriptures say? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
13) The tribe of Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh 
failed to do what the Lord commanded them to do, do you 
think they had the right to demand more land? 
__________________________________ 
 
14) Let’s look back at what God had told them in 
Deuteronomy 11:25, what did God promise? 
__________________________________________________________   
This is a stark contrast to what we just learned about the 
daughters of Zelophehed, isn’t it?  The daughters of 
Zelophehed knew that they could ask God for their 
inheritance with a clean conscience, the Josephites were not 
wanting to do what God asked them to do, they wanted the 
easy answer.   
 
All the tribes of Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh had 
to do was believe God.  They didn’t need an easier answer, 
they had all the land they needed, they just needed to work 
for it. 
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15) What does Joshua answer the Josephites in Joshua 
17:15? 
__________________________________________________________   
 
16) Verse 16 is very telling.  They tell Joshua that not only 
is the mountain country not enough but they confess that 
they are afraid of ________________________-
_________________________ 
 
God promised that they would not fail to take the land and 
defeat the people, giants included, but here they confess that 
they don’t want to do it, they are scared or lazy or tired!   
 
How often is that our heart?  God has promised us so many 
beautiful things, joy, peace, purpose, that He will use 
everything for good, but ladies, we are afraid of the iron 
chariots!  He will give us the land if we will just move 
forward, believing Him!   
 
17) What iron chariots are you afraid of?  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
18) Will you lay those fears down, do what He has asked you 
to do, and believe God to give you the whole Promised Land? 
____________________________________ 
 
19) Read Ephesians 3:14 – 21, what is promised?  Focus in 
on verse 20, but by all means, squeeze every drop of 
goodness out of this verse, dig in!  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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Remember when Inga-Lill taught about Caleb two weeks 
ago?  Let’s take another look at him.   
 
20) Read Joshua 14:6 – 13, how is this like the history of the 
daughters of Zelophehed?  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
If you said that just like the daughters, Caleb boldly came to 
Joshua to claim his inheritance, you are right!  If you also 
noticed that he pointed out that he had survived 40 years in 
the desert because he believed God and did not sin, you 
would be right again!   
 
21) Now let’s compare Caleb to the Josephites.  Read Joshua 
14:12, what exactly is Caleb afraid of? _____________________ 
 
That’s right ladies, he requested the mountain country filled 
with giants.   
 
22) How old was Caleb?  Look back at Joshua 14:10 for this 
little nugget of encouragement ____________________ 
 
Ladies, this 85-year-old man believed God and wanted to 
take the land and face the giants.  The tribes of Ephraim and 
the half tribe of Manasseh were so big they needed more land 
but couldn’t face the iron chariots?   
 
23) Which do YOU want to be?  
________________________________ 
 
My beautiful and beloved sisters in Christ, TAKE. THE. 
LAND.  Go boldly before God, you have been justified by the 
blood of Jesus Christ, just like the daughters of Zelophehed 
and like Caleb, you can go boldly before the Lord and ask 
Him for the fullness of what He has for you.   
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Never ever, ever, ever in an entitled manner because 
honestly ladies, what did we do to receive this gift?  Nothing.  
So, go boldly but humbly.  It might be uncomfortable, or even 
painful at times but when are we going to choose to deem the 
benefits of God greater than our light and momentary 
affliction?  Let’s do it right now, together, you and me! 
 

4. CALEB AT HEBRON (14:12–15) 

14:12–14. Caleb concluded his speech to Joshua with an 
astounding request. At age 85, when he might have asked for 
a quiet place to spend his last days raising some vegetables 
or flowers, he instead requested that he be given the same 
section of land that had struck fear into the hearts of the 10 
spies. This was the inheritance he desired in fulfillment of 
God’s earlier promise. Though most older people are more 
apt to talk about old conflicts than to take on new ones, 
Caleb was ready for one more good battle. He was eager to 
fight the Anakites at Hebron and take that city for his 
possession. Caleb chose a large and foreboding task. Not that 
he was filled with pride in his own ability. Rather he believed 
God would be with him. Caleb had faith in the presence of 
God. 

With flashing eyes and a strong voice he concluded, The 
LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as He said. 
And drive them out he did, as Joshua (15:13–19) recorded. 
Joshua’s response to Caleb’s request was twofold: (a) he 
blessed Caleb, that is, he set him apart for God’s enablement 
so he would be enriched and successful in his task, and (b) 
Joshua gave him Hebron, a statement which emphasizes 
that this land grant was a legal transaction. 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary – Walvoord & Zuck 
 


