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Joshua 16 & 17 

The division of the land between Ephraim and Manasseh 

We are going to conquer the land this week ladies, next week 
too.  You are going to need to be strong and courageous as we 
do two chapters each week! 

I was so blessed by both Inga-lill and Carol, I loved sitting 
under their teachings and hearing where the Lord took 
them!  Now Carol did a phenomenal job with her 
pronunciations and diving into the history of a few of the 
conquered towns, it was powerful. Today, we are going to do 
the opposite.  We are just going to summarize the two 
chapters and we are going to anchor on a few spots. 

Chapters 16 & 17 are a division of the land allotted to 
Ephraim and Manasseh, two of the twelve tribes of Israel.  

Let’s talk about Ephraim and Manasseh for a moment.  

These were originally grandkids.  Let me explain.  The 
twelve tribes of Israel are the sons of Jacob, who was given 
the name Israel by God when he wrestled with God and 
would not let Him go until God blessed him.  God changed his 
name to Israel, Israel/Jacob had Joshua who in turn (in 
Egypt) had Ephraim and Manasseh.   

Look with me at the first four verses of our text: 

Joshua 16:1–4 1The lot fell to the children of Joseph from 
the Jordan, by Jericho, to the waters of Jericho on the 
east, to the wilderness that goes up from Jericho through 
the mountains to Bethel, 2then went out from Bethel to 
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Luz, passed along to the border of the Archites at Ataroth, 
3and went down westward to the boundary of the 
Japhletites, as far as the boundary of Lower Beth Horon 
to Gezer; and it ended at the sea. 4So the children of 
Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.  

The lot fell to the children of JOSEPH, not the children of 
Jacob.  Let’s sneak back to Genesis and figure this beauty 
out. When Jacob was old and about to die, he blessed his son 
Joseph’s two sons and made them his own, giving them a 
share in the inheritance of Israel.   

Genesis 48:5–6 5And now your two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt 
before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and 
Simeon, they shall be mine.  

6Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be yours; 
they will be called by the name of their brothers in their 
inheritance.  

If you don’t know the story of Joseph, it is such a powerful, 
beautiful picture of God taking terrible, terrible 
circumstances and making them flat out impossible, making 
them worse, so that that His glory would be seen.  Through 
one man’s trial and suffering, the world would be saved, a 
picture of what Jesus Christ did on the cross for us.   

Now Jacob/Israel blesses the sons of Joseph, not only giving 
them a double portion but also putting them above his 
natural firstborn, Ruben who had slept with his concubine. 
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Just a little back story for you.  Why?  Because in it we see 
fruit from Joseph’s faithfulness in his trial.  We want comfort 
so much that we kick and scream against suffering, pain and 
trial, and that is completely normal.  But ladies, we are not 
called to normalcy, are we?  We are called to change the 
world for Christ.  When we look at Joseph, we see a man 
determined to glorify and trust his God no matter how bad 
his circumstances got, and ladies, he succeeded.  We will too 
if that is our desire, because that is the heart of God and He 
longs to empower us, equip us and encourage us, just like He 
did for Joseph! 

Now we are going to skip ahead and zoom in on Joshua 16:10  

Joshua 16:10 10And they did not drive out the Canaanites 
who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the 
Ephraimites to this day and have become forced laborers.	 

We have come a long, long way from Joshua 11:11 

Joshua 11:11 11And they struck all the people who were 
in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. 
There was none left breathing. Then he burned Hazor 
with fire.  

Look back at Joshua 13:13, here is the first time we see the 
disobedience of the Israelites played out in this manner: 

Joshua 13:13 13Nevertheless the children of Israel did 
not drive out the Geshurites or the Maachathites, but the 
Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the 
Israelites until this day.  



	 4	

Now we see this pattern repeatedly.  Again, in Joshua 15:63 
and now in Joshua 16:10 & 17:12,13.   

Sin gets comfortable, and then it becomes habit. Sin and 
disobedience are contagious and they have a higher death 
rate then we could ever conceive of.   

Romans 14:13 13Therefore let us not judge one another 
anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling 
block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.  

Note: We can’t make circumstances perfect enough to keep 
someone from sinning, but you can love enough not to foster 
sin. 

Our next place to anchor in our text is Joshua 17:3,4   

Joshua 17:3–4 3But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son 
of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no 
sons, but only daughters. And these are the names of his 
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.  

4And they came near before Eleazar the priest, before 
Joshua the son of Nun, and before the rulers, saying, “The 
LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among 
our brothers.” Therefore, according to the commandment 
of the LORD, he gave them an inheritance among their 
father’s brothers.  

There are a couple of very important things to point out 
here.  First, this is the first time we see women getting an 
inheritance alongside their male counterparts.  You see, God 
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values/valued women long before anyone else.  Remember 
that He is perfectly just.   

The Lord was so serious about this that we see in Numbers 
36 that He set up a failsafe for them.  They could marry 
whomever they chose within their tribe so the land would 
not transfer to another tribe.   

The second point we are going to briefly focus on here is the 
boldness and faith of the daughters of Zelophehad.   

They could come boldly to Moses because they knew that 
their father had not been in cahoots’ with Korah.   

Numbers 27:3 3“Our father died in the wilderness; but he 
was not in the company of those who gathered together 
against the LORD, in company with Korah, but he died in 
his own sin; and he had no sons.  

Now look back with me at the history of Caleb in chapter 
14:9, Inga-Lill did a phenomenal job of teaching this portion.   

Joshua 14:9 9So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely 
the land where your foot has trodden shall be your 
inheritance and your children’s forever, because you have 
wholly followed the LORD my God.’  

There is a boldness here that I think holds a wealth of 
goodness for us.  Because Zelophehed was not with Korah in 
the rebellion, the girls were bold to ask for an inheritance 
and because Caleb wholly followed the Lord, he was bold to 
ask for the land that he was promised, the very land he had 
spied out and believed God to give them!   
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2 Peter 1:3–4 3as His divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  

4by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.  

That is power for living that I WANT.  All things that pertain 
to life and godliness?  Exceedingly great and precious 
promises so that we can partake of the divine nature?  
Escaping the corruption that is in the world?  Yes, please. 

May we like Caleb, like the daughters of Zelophehad come 
boldly to God, asking and believing God for the promises He 
has given us.   

Finally beautiful women, we are going to anchor in Joshua 
17:14 – 18. 

Joshua 17:14–18 14Then the children of Joseph spoke to 
Joshua, saying, “Why have you given us only one lot and 
one share to inherit, since we are a great people, 
inasmuch as the LORD has blessed us until now?” 15So 
Joshua answered them, “If you are a great people, then go 
up to the forest country and clear a place for yourself 
there in the land of the Perizzites and the giants, since 
the mountains of Ephraim are too confined for you.” 16But 
the children of Joseph said, “The mountain country is not 
enough for us; and all the Canaanites who dwell in the 
land of the valley have chariots of iron, both those who 
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are of Beth Shean and its towns and those who are of the 
Valley of Jezreel.” 17And Joshua spoke to the house of 
Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh—saying, “You are a 
great people and have great power; you shall not have 
only one lot, 18but the mountain country shall be yours. 
Although it is wooded, you shall cut it down, and its 
farthest extent shall be yours; for you shall drive out the 
Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and are 
strong.”  

Ephriam and Manasseh have been allotted their land, and a 
large portion of land at that but here they have the wrong 
kind of boldness.  You and I have to be very, very careful of 
this kind of boldness.   

Ephriam and Manasseh feel shortchanged, they did not get 
their fair share.  Now we have seen God be perfectly just with 
the daughters of Zelophehad  and also with Caleb, and we 
know that He blesses beyond what we could ever imagine, 
skip ahead with me (we will get to this verse in a few weeks) 
to Joshua 24. 

Joshua 24:13 13I have given you a land for which you did 
not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you 
dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves 
which you did not plant.’  

They did not earn this land, these houses, the provisions of 
the vineyards and olive groves, it was all a gift.  Does that 
sound hauntingly familiar? 
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Ephesians 2:8–9 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

 

 

God has given a beautiful inheritance to the children of 
Joseph, but they want more and they want easier.  

The mountains are not enough for us and the Canaanites 
have chariots of iron…   

Joshua does the only thing he should, he turns them back to 
obedience to God. You are a great people and have great 
power (vs. 17), go, cut down the trees, you shall drive out 
the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and are 
strong. Carol talked about the importance of remembering 
last week, here we see it again from Joshua, REMEMBER 
Who you serve, remember what He promised, if you but dip 
your toe in the water, you will see God do great and mighty 
things, stop shying away from doing the hard work!   

That is a powerful message for you and me.  We might be 
facing an enemy that seems completely undefeatable, but we 
serve the One true living God, we fight from victory, the 
battle has been won!  We must claim the promises God has 
promised us but NEVER from an entitled standpoint.   

Like the daughters of Zelophehad we need to come boldly to 
the throne of grace, knowing the wealth of goodness that God 
has promised.   
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But not like the children of Joseph did, being entitled.  
Demanding our rights (death?), comfort, prosperity and no 
suffering and stomping our feet when we don’t get it. 

 


