
Joshua 21: Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi 

 

Good morning Ladies, I am so excited to be up here today to share what 

God has shown me over the last couple of weeks in Joshua Chapter 21.  

● Last week, Kim shared with us about the 6 cities of refuge and I loved 

learning the history of them as well as the parallelism that the cities 

of refuge have to Jesus.  

● As we approach the last 3 weeks of our Joshua Study, I believe that 

God has something very important to teach us today. Let’s pray.  

 

Today, we are going to cover Joshua Chapter 21. 

●  As has happened in previous weeks, I am not going to read aloud the 

entire chapter.  

● One, because there are 43 verses, and two, I have never had to 

pronounce any of these names out loud in public, especially with the 

Hebrew enunciation, so I am not even going to try.  

● Now if these were words in SPANISH, that would be another story, 

and I almost busted out my  REINA VALERA 1995 so I would be able 

to pronounce them, as I am much more comfortable reading 

unknown words in Spanish than in English.  

● We will be going in order in this chapter, we just won’t be reading 

aloud each verse.  

So before we go any further, I think it would be important to have a little 

review of WHO the Levites were, and WHAT made them different from the other 

tribes of Israel.  

● As I studied about the Levites, I came across an awesome sermon by 

Charles Spurgeon, that gave a detailed account of the Levites’ duties.  

● I also found several other well written resources that helped 

strengthen my knowledge of them.  

● Here is what I gleaned from all of it: 
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○ Levi, according to the Book of Genesis, was the third son of 

Jacob and Leah, and the founder of the Israelite Tribe of Levi 

(the Levites) and the great-grandfather of Aaron and Moses. 
○  The priests would be males from the tribe of Levi and must 

meet certain physical and age qualifications in order to serve.  

○ In addition, they had to remain ceremonially clean to perform 

their duties before a holy God.  

○ The priests served as mediators between the Israelites and 

God. They were the ones who performed animal sacrifices on 

behalf of the people. 

○ CHARLES SPURGEON 

○ The priests and Levites lived only for divine service.  

○ While others were engaged with their trade or upon their 

farm, the Levites were attending to the tabernacle or temple, 

and the priests in their courts were slaughtering bullocks and 

lambs, and offering them to God; or they had other duties to 

maintain the tabernacle.  

○ They were his willing servants-that their life may be for his 

glory, and that their desire, as well as their duty, may be to 

serve him with heart and strength so long as they were alive.  

○ In this sense, then, happy is the man who is set apart to the 

divine service, a priest and a Levite unto God. 

○ Further than this, the priests and the Levites enjoyed the 

privilege of drawing near to God-nearer than the rest of the 

Israelites could ever get. While the people stood outside, apart 

from God,  the Levites are busy inside, serving God.  

○ But priests and Levites had two works to do: something to do 

towards God for men, and something to do towards men for 

God. They were the intercessors for all of Israel.  
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Now that we have reviewed the Levites, let’s dig into the text. In my bible, 

the title given to this chapter is Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi. Let’s read 

verses 1-3.  

Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites came near to Eleazar the 

priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the 

tribes of the children of Israel. And they spoke to them at Shiloh in the land of 

Canaan, saying, “The LORD commanded through Moses to give us cities to dwell 

in, with their common-lands for our livestock.” So the children of Israel gave to 

the Levites from their inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities 

and their common-lands: 

So first things first. The Levites received no “province” of land such as the 

other tribes did; however, they had to live somewhere.  

● There would be 48 cities total, and last week we learned that 6 of 

those cities would be cities of refuge. (See attachment A).  

● The tribe of Levi had no “province” of land because God had declared 

that He would be their inheritance (Joshua 13:14, and 13:33). 
● Joshua 13:14 Only to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheritance; 

the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made by fire are their 

inheritance, as He said to them. 

So here we see that instead, the Levites had as their inheritance the offerings that 

Israel would bring to the LORD. These were their “financial security” in Israel. 

● Joshua 13:33 But to the tribe of Levi, Moses had given no inheritance; the 

LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them. 

● We are told that the Levites had no land for an inheritance, but instead 

they also received a greater inheritance than that: God Himself! Isn’t that 

amazing?  

● They were the ones that would commune with God.  

● They were the ones that could serve him.  

● They were the mediators for ALL of Israel.  
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● A lot of time people think that serving God and serving His people is 

something that takes away from you: your time, your energy, your finances, 

BUT serving His people is something that is given, it is a gift, an inheritance 

that is to be received.  

Furthermore, we understand that in the new covenant we no longer need Levite’s 

to be our mediators like Israel had, but as Peter says there is a priesthood of all 

believers.  

● 1 Peter 2:5 You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

● 1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 

him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

● We no longer need an earthly mediator between us and God because Jesus 

has made the final sacrifice on our behalf and acts as our Mediator.  

● We can go to God directly through the mediated work of Jesus.   

● I often take for granted how amazing it is to have a direct connection to 

God. If I need to petition for something, I can go directly to Him, I can have 

a prayer partner intercede with me, I do not even need to open my mouth. 

As Psalm 139: 1-6 says: 

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up;  you discern my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and 

my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on 

my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 5 You hem me in, behind and 

before, and lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it 

is high; I cannot attain it. 

Going back to the Levites, if there is any tribe that Christians are spiritually 

connected to, it is the tribe of Levi. We also are called priests (1 Peter 2:5) and 

have a special inheritance in God (Ephesians 1:11, Colossians 1:12, and 1 Peter 

1:4). 
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● 1 Peter 2:5 You yourselves like living stones are being built up as pa spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

● Ephesians 1:11  In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according 

to the counsel of his will, 

● Colossians 1:12  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you5 to share 

in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

● 1 Peter 1:4 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, 

 

So, now that we know that the Levite’s inheritance was God, where did they live? 

● In Joshua 21:4-42, there is a list of the 48 cities, 6 of them being the refuge 

cities that were allotted to the Levites.  

● The striking thing about this list is that God wanted the Levites “sprinkled” 

all throughout the land of Israel.  

● He never intended there to be one “state” of Levi, but every tribe was to 

have the priestly influence and presence in their midst (See attachment B).  

● The apparent purpose of dispersing the Levites throughout the land was to 

enable them, as the official representatives of the faith, to instruct the 

people throughout the land in the law and in the worship of Jehovah  

In the same manner, Christians (being priests, 1 Peter 2:5 and 2:9) are to be 

“sprinkled” all throughout the world and society, instead of heading off to make a 

“Christian country” somewhere.  

● This is so empowering as we live in such a fallen world, knowing that God 

had it planned this way, for the Christians of the world to be sprinkled 

about so that we could serve the lost while serving God.  

● We can be in the world but not of the world. The Levite’s were scattered in 

the land, but also holy and set apart.  
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● 1 Peter 2:5 You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

● 1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 

him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Let’s read the final 3 verses now, verses 43-45. 

So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their 

fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it. The LORD gave them rest 

all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of 

all their enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into 

their hand. Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the 

house of Israel. All came to pass. 

All the tribes had their land.  

● They must go into every corner of what God has given, and take full 

possession, for God had provided everything necessary for them to do so.  

● The LORD gave them rest all around: This is the point where Israel stopped 

commemorating Passover as if equipped to travel, and started eating 

Passover reclining at rest.  

● The two ways of commemorating Passover are described in Exodus 12:11 

and John 13:23.  

○ One is in a state of haste, being ready to leave at any moment. In the 

second, the disciple is celebrating Passover while RESTING on Jesus. 

Fully present, fully relaxed. 

●  Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken:  

○ God was completely faithful in regard to the land; but Israel was not.  

○ Any failure to fully possess was not because God had not made 

adequate provision, but because Israel had failed to fully follow the 

LORD.  
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○ God has been completely faithful to you and made provision for 

continual victory.  

○ He has given greatly unto you, but what do you possess? 

 

To end this morning, I want to read a part of a quote from Alan Redpath, a British 

Evangelist, pastor and commentator. 

●  “In the light of the Cross, is it not true that the enemy has no right to dwell 

in the land? Is it not true that Satan’s claim to your life was taken from him 

at Calvary? Is it not true that sin has no right to a foothold in the life of the 

child of God? Is it not true that Satan has no power in the presence of 

Omnipotence? Is it not true that by virtue of His blood and His resurrection, 

Jesus Christ is pledged to destroy the enemy utterly? Is it not true that in 

the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit there is strength for every 

temptation, grace for every trial, power to overcome every difficulty?” 

(Alan Redpath) 

So, I say again, God has been completely faithful to you and has made provision 

for continual victory. He has given greatly unto you, but what do you possess? Are 

you trusting His promises? Are you fighting your battles from a place of victory? 

Are you living in your inheritance as a child of God and a servant of the most high? 

My prayer for you is that you live in God’s victory, that you claim the territory that 

God has promised you. You have a great inheritance in the Lord, and so now we 

get to serve him in his Kingdom.  

 

 

Let’s pray.  
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