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Joshua 22 
Week 32 

 
The day has come for the Reubenites, Gadites and the half 
tribe of Manasseh to return to their families on the other 
side of the Jordan.   
 
Joshua commends the two and a half tribes for their 
obedience to all that Moses commanded them and at the end 
of verse 5, he gives them one final charge. 
 
Joshua 22:5   
5But take careful heed to do the commandment and the 
law which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded 
you, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to 
keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to 
serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  
 
Take careful heed, or: exceedingly, much, might, force, 
wholly, speedily, abundantly, it is an exhortation to almost 
physically do the commandment.  Not just think about it and 
try to remember, use force, use might, do anything needed to 
do the commandment and the law which Moses commanded 
them. 
 
God knows.  He always knows.  He knew even then that the 
Israelites would turn from Him and worship other gods, He 
knew that they would repeatedly commit adultery and seek 
for themselves and so through Joshua, He reminds them yet 
again to follow all of His commandments, laws and ways. 
 
How often is that true for you and me?  He knows, He has 
given us His Holy Spirit to indwell us and how often do we 



	 2	

blow past that still small voice?  And still, He reminds us, in 
His Word, in sermons, in fellowship, in prayer.   
 
1 Kings 19:11–12  
11Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain 
before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a 
great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke 
the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
LORD was not in the earthquake;  
12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in 
the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.  
 
I believe in a twofold approach to this, we need to ask the 
Lord to help us to hear His still, small voice and we also need 
to choose to try to quiet the loud insistent voice of the world, 
the enemy and our flesh.   
 
Did you ever notice how loud the voice of the world is?  How 
insistent the voice of the enemy is?  How irritating the voice 
of our flesh is?   
 
There are indeed times that God gets our attention in a 
louder voice, or even through circumstances.  God loves us 
so much, He pursues us, though often, the choice is ours to 
listen or drown Him out.   
 
And what is the commandment that Joshua is warning them 
to fight so hard to heed? 
 
to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep 
His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him 
with all your heart and with all your soul.” 
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To love the LORD your God – the word love here is not Agape, 
it is not Eros, or even Philia, it is: Ahav (Ahab) which truly is 
all encompassing. 
 
A loving, beloved, intimate friend.  The way that David 
described Jonathan, he loved him as his own soul.  
 
Next, we are commanded to walk in all His ways and to keep 
His commandments. 
 
Note: We are called to walk in His ways, not just do what He 
says to do but to do it as He would do it.  To walk His path 
and to walk it as He would walk it.    
 
Isaiah 55:8–9   
8“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your 
ways My ways,” says the LORD.  
9“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 
ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your 
thoughts.  
 
Whether it makes sense to us or not, we are called to walk in 
His ways, His path, as He would walk it and we are called to 
keep His commandments. 
 
Not just the Ten Commandments, but all of the good stuff we 
find all over the New Testament too.  
 
Whether it makes sense to us or not, just like the two and a 
half tribes, we are called to walk in all His ways and keep His 
commandments.   
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And just like God was trying to protect the two and a half 
tribes and give them a fullness of life, He is offering us the 
same protection and fullness of life. 
 
Psalm 16:11  
11You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.  
 
1 John 5:2,3  
2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and keep His commandments.  
3For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome.  
 
to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart 
and with all your soul.” 
 
Hold fast to Him, or cleave: to cling, stick, stay close, cleave, keep 
close, stick to, stick with, follow closely, join to, overtake, catch 
 
Story: how your baby cleaves to you  
 
With all your heart: inner man, mind, will, heart, soul, understanding 
 
Story: don’t just dip your toe in to see how it feels – go 
cannon ball with your heart 
 
With all your soul: soul, self, life, creature, person, appetite, mind, living 
being, desire, emotion, passion 
 
We might religiously follow a diet, or not miss a spin class.  
We might be waiting for the next novel in the series or be 
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devoted to any number of things but do we hold fast to Him?  
Do we serve Him with all of our heart and all of our soul?   
 
The next place we are going to anchor in this amazing piece 
of history is the misunderstanding between the two and a 
half tribes on the Eastern side of the Jordan and the rest of 
the Israelites on the Western side of the Jordan.   
 
In our history we read that when the two and a half tribes 
got to the Jordan, they built a great, impressive altar.   
 
Joshua 22:10 
10And when they came to the region of the Jordan which 
is in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben, the 
children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh built an 
altar there by the Jordan—a great, impressive altar.  
 
Once again, we see that without CNN, Fox News, Facebook or 
Twitter, “bad news travels fast.”   
 
Why was this bad news?  Who cares that they built a great 
and impressive altar? 
 
Leviticus 17:8–9 
8“Also you shall say to them: ‘Whatever man of the house 
of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell among you, who 
offers a burnt offering or sacrifice,  
9and does not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting, to offer it to the LORD, that man shall be cut off 
from among his people.  
 
The people are commanded by God to present their offerings 
only at the tabernacle of meeting, not to do their own thing 
and here we see the appearance of disobedience to God.  
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Now the people are exhausted but they still gather together 
at Shiloh to go to war against their brethren.  How 
heartbreaking this must have been, they have been fighting 
side-by-side, taking the Promised Land and now civil war 
looms on the horizon.   
 
The Israelites are still in the place of being zealous for the 
Lord, they remember clearly the results of the Israelites 
rebellion in the desert, look what they say to the tribes on 
the Eastern side of the Jordan: 
 
Joshua 22:17–18  
17Is the iniquity of Peor not enough for us, from which we 
are not cleansed till this day, although there was a plague 
in the congregation of the LORD,  
18but that you must turn away this day from following the 
LORD? And it shall be, if you rebel today against the LORD, 
that tomorrow He will be angry with the whole 
congregation of Israel.  
 
And again in:  
 
Joshua 22:20  
20Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the 
accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of 
Israel? And that man did not perish alone in his 
iniquity.’ ”  
 
In the middle of this, they do offer a way out,  
Joshua 22:19 19Nevertheless, if the land of your 
possession is unclean, then cross over to the land of the 
possession of the LORD, where the LORD’s tabernacle 



	 7	

stands, and take possession among us; but do not rebel 
against the LORD, nor rebel against us, by building 
yourselves an altar besides the altar of the LORD our God.  
 
It is a beautiful offer, they don’t want to go to war, they love 
their bretheren.   
 
There are so many places to go with this misunderstanding 
for you and me.  
How quick are we to judge the motivations of other 
believers?   
 
And the flip side of that, are we doing things that constitute 
the appearance of evil?  The two and a half tribes had a right 
motivation but the outcome stumbled their brethren and 
almost caused a war.  
 
This shows us that we need to truly be on our knees, asking 
for discernment from the Lord, extending grace and mercy.  
We also need to be so sensitive to avoid the appearance of 
evil – as much as we can.  We can’t be perfect but listen for 
that still, small voice. 
 
Story: Root beer at Padaro Beach Grill 
 
What was the motivation of the two and a half tribes when 
they built the altar?  
 
Joshua 22:22–24  
22“The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, He knows, 
and let Israel itself know—if it is in rebellion, or if in 
treachery against the LORD, do not save us this day.  
23If we have built ourselves an altar to turn from 
following the LORD, or if to offer on it burnt offerings or 
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grain offerings, or if to offer peace offerings on it, let the 
LORD Himself require an account.  
24But in fact we have done it for fear, for a reason, saying, 
‘In time to come your descendants may speak to our 
descendants, saying, “What have you to do with the LORD 
God of Israel?  
 
Happy as they were to be going home, it wasn’t easy to say 
good-bye to their brothers and leave behind the nearness of 
the priesthood and the tabernacle. They were leaving the 
land that God had promised to bless. Yes, they were going 
home to the land that they had chosen for themselves; but 
somehow they began to feel isolated from the nation of 
Israel. Be Strong, Warren Wiersbe 
 
Now remember who wanted to live on the other side of the 
Jordan?  This was their choice and Moses acquiesced, they 
were not choosing the fullness of the blessings God had 
offered them and now they are afraid of being cut off.  Listen 
to just one more quote from Be Strong by Warren Wiersbe. 
 
The two and a half tribes portray believers who have 
experienced the blessings and battles of Canaan—their 
inheritance in Christ—but prefer to live on the border, 
outside God’s appointed place of blessing. 
 
In our chapter today, we get an admonition from Joshua to 
follow hard and close after the Lord and then we get a 
warning of the dire consequences of failing to do that.   


