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Joshua 9:1–27 (NKJV)  
1And it came to pass when all the kings who were on this 
side of the Jordan, in the hills and in the lowland and in 
all the coasts of the Great Sea toward Lebanon—the 
Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite—heard about it, 2that they 
gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with 
one accord. 3But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard 
what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4they worked 
craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors. And 
they took old sacks on their donkeys, old wineskins torn 
and mended, 5old and patched sandals on their feet, and 
old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their 
provision was dry and moldy. 6And they went to Joshua, 
to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of 
Israel, “We have come from a far country; now therefore, 
make a covenant with us.” 7Then the men of Israel said to 
the Hivites, “Perhaps you dwell among us; so how can we 
make a covenant with you?” 8But they said to Joshua, 
“We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who 
are you, and where do you come from?” 9So they said to 
him: “From a very far country your servants have come, 
because of the name of the LORD your God; for we have 
heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt, 10and all 
that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan—to Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og 
king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth. 11Therefore our 
elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, 
saying, ‘Take provisions with you for the journey, and go 
to meet them, and say to them, “We are your servants; 
now therefore, make a covenant with us.” ’ 12This bread 
of ours we took hot for our provision from our houses on 
the day we departed to come to you. But now look, it is 
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dry and moldy. 13And these wineskins which we filled 
were new, and see, they are torn; and these our garments 
and our sandals have become old because of the very long 
journey.” 14Then the men of Israel took some of their 
provisions; but they did not ask counsel of the LORD. 15So 
Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with 
them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation 
swore to them. 16And it happened at the end of three days, 
after they had made a covenant with them, that they 
heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near 
them. 17Then the children of Israel journeyed and came to 
their cities on the third day. Now their cities were 
Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath Jearim. 18But 
the children of Israel did not attack them, because the 
rulers of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD 
God of Israel. And all the congregation complained 
against the rulers. 19Then all the rulers said to all the 
congregation, “We have sworn to them by the LORD God of 
Israel; now therefore, we may not touch them. 20This we 
will do to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon 
us because of the oath which we swore to them.” 21And 
the rulers said to them, “Let them live, but let them be 
woodcutters and water carriers for all the congregation, 
as the rulers had promised them.” 22Then Joshua called 
for them, and he spoke to them, saying, “Why have you 
deceived us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you 
dwell near us? 23Now therefore, you are cursed, and none 
of you shall be freed from being slaves—woodcutters and 
water carriers for the house of my God.” 24So they 
answered Joshua and said, “Because your servants were 
clearly told that the LORD your God commanded His 
servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all 
the inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore we 
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were very much afraid for our lives because of you, and 
have done this thing. 25And now, here we are, in your 
hands; do with us as it seems good and right to do to us.” 
26So he did to them, and delivered them out of the hand of 
the children of Israel, so that they did not kill them. 
27And that day Joshua made them woodcutters and water 
carriers for the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, 
in the place which He would choose, even to this day.  
 
Joshua and the Israelites have just come from a beautiful 
place with the Lord.  They have built an altar on Mt. Ebal and 
sacrificed there, they have listened to the law, they have 
responded to the blessings and curses and responded with 
an amen, or so be it.  A mountain top experience! 
 
Now they are faced with their first threat of an offensive 
attack.  The kings of the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites 
gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with one 
accord.   
 
That had to be intimidating.  Six kings and their people are 
uniting against Joshua and the Israelites because as it says 
at the end of verse 1, they had “heard about it”.  Heard about 
what?  Heard that the Israelites had crossed the Jordan, 
heard that they had demolished Jericho, heard that they had 
routed Ai and finally that they had renewed their covenant 
before the Lord.  We are about to see from what the 
Gibeonites say, that all the land knew what the Lord was 
doing in, through and for the Israelites.   
 
I think the sneaky Gibeonites are scarier than the outright 
hostile bunch!  At least with the six kings and their people, 
they knew what they were dealing with, right?  
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Look at the depths of the Gibeonites ruse, it seems so 
plausible.  And here we have Joshua, a world class general, 
you would think that he could not be fooled, right? There but 
for the grace of God go I! 
 
How did the Gibeonites deceive Joshua and the Israelites?  
“They worked craftily”.  They created an entire reality that 
made it look like they were a long way from home, with both 
lies and actually physical evidence, worn out sandals, old 
wine skins, dry bread…but why?  
 
Note: Do we believe the “evidence” Reality TV, Fake News, 
Photo Shop.  All these things are manipulated to get the 
biggest response, do we believe what we see without seekng 
the Lord?  
 
Because the Israelites were allowed to make treaties with far 
off countries, but they were not allowed to make treaties 
with people from within Canaan.   
 
No matter how convincing the Gibeonites evidence and lies 
were, they could not have deceived Joshua and the Israelites 
unless Joshua and the Israelites failed to seek the Lord.    
 
This is where we need to take a long pause.  Because I do this 
every single day, fail to seek the Lord.  How about you?  
 
Joshua and the Israelites had just come from a powerful, life 
altering moment with the Lord.  They have just renewed 
their vows to Him, they are on a spiritual high.  This is one of 
those times that they needed to and we need to be especially 
careful.  We are so vulnerable when we have had that 
mountain top experience with God, I don’t know if we get 
lazy, or it we are filled with pride, or any number of reasons. 
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Whatever the reason, right after that moment with the Lord, 
we need to get on our knees, get in our Word and make sure 
that we are seeking the Lord. 
 
They looked at the things of this world, the things that were 
tangible in that moment.  They took some of their provisions 
and they failed to seek the Lord. 
 
It just doesn’t matter how something appears, remember 
that the outward appearance of a thing can be deceiving, but 
God knows everything, inside and out, we need to seek Him!   
 
Proverbs 3:5,6 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths. 
 
I read in a commentary that failing to seek the Lord was a 
“colossal mistake”, and it was, but God is so powerful, so good 
and so generous that He uses even our mistakes!  We can get 
caught up in trying to be perfect and that makes us as 
ineffective as if we didn’t even try.  Watch what He does with 
the Gibeonites. 
 
Just like Rahab, the Gibeonites believed what they heard 
about God, they knew that they would be killed without 
mercy unless they took action. Again, just like Rahab, they 
did the only thing that they knew to do to save their skins,  
they lied because they were not God-fearers. 
 
Look back with me at verses 8 – 10: 8But they said to 
Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to 
them, “Who are you, and where do you come from?” 9So 
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they said to him: “From a very far country your servants 
have come, because of the name of the LORD your God; for 
we have heard of His fame, and all that He did in Egypt, 
10and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who 
were beyond the Jordan—to Sihon king of Heshbon, and 
Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth. 
 
Note: they heard of HIS fame, all that HE did, not Joshua, not 
the Israelites, but they had heard and believed all that they 
heard about the Lord!   
   
Joshua and the Israelites were fooled, but everything will 
eventually come to light, in verse 16 we see that after three 
days, they heard that the Gibeonites were actually neighbors 
who lived near them.  
 
Matthew 10:26 26Therefore do not fear them. For there is 
nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden 
that will not be known.  

They journeyed to the cities of the Gibeonites 18But the 
children of Israel did not attack them, because the rulers 
of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD God of 
Israel. And all the congregation complained against the 
rulers. 

Would we hold to a promise like the rulers did?  Even when it 
costs like it cost them?  When we carefully read verse 18, we 
see that it was only the rulers that were going to keep their 
promise, it sounds like the congregation was willing to throw 
them under the bus and destroy the Gibeonites despite their 
promise.   
 
1 Timothy 2:1–4  
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1Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 
2for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
3For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4who desires all men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.  
 
Whether or not we have good leaders, we have a direct 
command to obey them and to pray for them!   
 
19Then all the rulers said to all the congregation, “We 
have sworn to them by the LORD God of Israel; now 
therefore, we may not touch them. 20This we will do to 
them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us because 
of the oath which we swore to them.” 
 
We have lost this powerful truth in such a wishy-washy 
society where yes doesn’t really mean yes and no certainly 
doesn’t mean no... but you and I have a responsibility and joy 
to not join the mob, stand apart from modern culture, stand 
on the truth of Jesus Christ and represent Him well.  Not 
only do we need to keep the promises we make, but we need 
to live lives of integrity, honesty, selfless love, we need to 
live above reproach.  We need to make the choices that the 
rulers did even when the congregation grumbles against us.   
 
Why?  Out of love for the Lord, out of a desire to share Him 
with the world, because He asked us to!   
 
Finally Joshua calls the Gibeonites to himself and asked 
them why they had deceived them, 24So they answered 
Joshua and said, “Because your servants were clearly 
told that the LORD your God commanded His servant 
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Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore we 
were very much afraid for our lives because of you, and 
have done this thing.  
 
Non-believing people knew what the Lord had commanded 
and promised of God and ladies they were watching to see 
God do exactly what He said He would do!  I believe this is as 
true today as it was then.  People are watching us, they are 
listening and they know more about God than we think they 
do.  Ladies, they are hungry for Him!  That is a hall pass for 
us to share Him!   
 
They were so hungry to save their lives and to know this God 
of the Israelites that they were willing to be servants of 
Israel for the rest of their lives, do WE feel the same way? 
 
Our lives have been spared, we were condemned to hell by 
our sin, but Christ paid the ransom for our souls, do we live 
like bondservants or are we entitled?   
 
Listen to what the Gibeonites say in Joshua 9:25: 
 

25And now, here we are, in your hands; do with us as it 
seems good and right to do to us.” 
 
You can’t blame them, they were trying to save their lives! 
They were wrong to deceive but as non-believers we don’t 
have the right to expect anything different, they didn’t live 
to honor God with their lives. 
 
But now we see their gratitude to God and the Israelites, 
 

Psalm 84:10  
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For a day in Your courts is better than thousand. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 
Seek the Lord 
God uses even our mistakes 
Humility 


