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Joshua 10:1–15  
1Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of 
Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had 
utterly destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its 
king, so he had done to Ai and its king—and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and 
were among them,  
2that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, 
like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater 
than Ai, and all its men were mighty.  
3Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham 
king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of 
Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, saying,  
4“Come up to me and help me, that we may attack Gibeon, 
for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children 
of Israel.”  
5Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered together 
and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before 
Gibeon and made war against it.  
6And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at 
Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your servants; come up to 
us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the 
Amorites who dwell in the mountains have gathered 
together against us.”  
7So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of 
war with him, and all the mighty men of valor.  
8And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I 
have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them 
shall stand before you.”  
9Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having 
marched all night from Gilgal.  
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10So the LORD routed them before Israel, killed them with 
a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road 
that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as 
Azekah and Makkedah.  
11And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on 
the descent of Beth Horon, that the LORD cast down large 
hailstones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and 
they died. There were more who died from the hailstones 
than the children of Israel killed with the sword.  
12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD 
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, 
and he said in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over 
Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”  
13So the sun stood still, And the moon stopped, Till the 
people had revenge Upon their enemies. Is this not 
written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about 
a whole day.  
14And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, 
that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for the LORD 
fought for Israel.  
15Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the 
camp at Gilgal.  
 
Last week we looked at what one commentary writer called, 
a “colossal mistake”, when Joshua and the Israelites failed to 
ask counsel of the Lord. We discovered a couple of very 
important things: 
  

1) We need to seek the Lord first, in every situation.  In 
His word, in prayer and in fellowship. 

2) We focused in on the fact that God uses even our 
mistakes for His glory and our good.   
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3) We need to take our commitments and promises to 
others and more importantly, the Lord, as seriously 
as the Israelites did and finally, 

4) We need to pray for our leaders.  
 
This week we pick up with a test of the covenant that Joshua 
and the Israelites made with the Gibeonites. 
 
The king of Jerusalem, Adonai-Zedek hears about the 
conquests and victories of Joshua and the Israelites, then he 
hears that the Gibeonites made a covenant with them and he 
was terrified. 
 
2that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, 
like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater 
than Ai, and all its men were mighty.  
 
What a description, Gibeon was a great city, like one of the 
royal cities and all of its men were mighty.   
 
Mighty: strong, brave, powerful, by implication, warrior.   
 
No wonder everyone was shaking in their boots!  Not only 
were the Israelites undefeated but the Gibeonites were all 
mighty men in an incredible city! 
 
In verse 5, we see that in Adonai-Zedek’s fear, he gathers 
together four other kings to attack Gibeon, they and all their 
armies camped before Gibeon and made war against it. 
 
The truth is, the five kings and their armies had heard about 
the victories of the Israelites and they are too scared to 
attack them directly, they also know that the Gibeonites had 
made a treaty with the Israelites, a brilliant move by the 
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Gibeonites but it was also a betrayal of their own country, 
the Gibeonites were Canaanites after all.  
 
What do the mighty men of Gibeon do when they were 
attacked?  They did what anyone, mighty or not, should do, 
instead of trusting in their own strength, which was 
formidable, as was their city, no, instead, they turned to 
Joshua, Israel and through them, the Lord God who fought 
for them.  Absolutely brilliant.  
 
That leads to the logical question, what did the Israelites do?   
 
They kept their promise, they came to the rescue of the 
Gibeonites. 
 
We see in verses 7 – 9 that the Israelites: 
 

1) Left immediately   
2) Marched all night   
3) Most likely attacked while it was still dark   

 
They were not only obedient but they did not delay or stall in 
obeying.  
 
This entire passage provides a striking illustration of the 
interplay between the human and divine factors in achieving 
victory. Verses 7–11 alternate between Joshua (and Israel) 
and the Lord. They all played important parts in the conflict. 
The soldiers had to fight but God gave the victory. 
 
Note: In verse 7, we see the men of Israel being given the 
same title of “mighty”, but note that they are not just mighty, 
they are mighty men of valor.  The difference in the two 
descriptions is that the Israelites were an army, they were a 
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team, the Gibeonites were individually strong men, but Israel 
fought together. 
 
We need to be a mighty family of valor.   
 
Once again in verse 8 we see that God speaks to Joshua 
directly, to give him courage and to assure him that He was 
fighting for them, victory was assured.  
 
8And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I 
have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them 
shall stand before you.”  
 
 We know without a shadow of a doubt that God always does 
what He says He is going to do, so we know the ending of the 
story, but we get to see another crazy miracle coming up. 
 
Verse 10 tells us that Israel routed the enemy, and they 
were fleeing the Israelites, but God doesn’t do things by 
halves, so He rained down hailstones upon the enemy and 
the end of verse 11 tells us that There were more who died 
from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with 
the sword.  
 
That in itself is a powerful miracle, but as I said, God doesn’t 
do things by halves, look what happens next.   
 
12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD 
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, 
and he said in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over 
Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”  
13So the sun stood still, And the moon stopped, Till the 
people had revenge Upon their enemies. Is this not 
written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
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midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about 
a whole day.  
14And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, 
that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for the LORD 
fought for Israel. 15Then Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  
 
 
Oh. My. Goodness.  You and I might ask for the Lord to give 
us a little more time to get what we need to done, or maybe 
we ask for just a little more time with our loved ones before 
they go home to be with Jesus, or just enough time for those 
who don’t know Him as Lord and Savior to come to know 
Him, but here Joshua asks, and ladies, he receives.  
 
Why did he feel like he needed more time?  They were 
winning the battle but they needed to obliterate every single 
one of their foes, so God gave them an extra 24 hours in the 
day.  
 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not 
hasten to go down for about a whole day.  
 
Now, it probably looked like the sun stood still in the sky but 
what most likely happened is that the Lord slowed down the 
rotation of the Earth long enough for the Israelites to 
obliterate their enemies.   
 
For those of you who are wondering who Jasher is and why 
he wrote a book, it is a record of songs and poems praising 
Hebrew heroes.  Most likely this book has not survived.  
Joshua is using it here as secondary proof of this crazy 
powerful miracle. 
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Here are the two places I want to anchor here, 
 

1) Joshua had the faith to ask God for the sun to stand 
still in the sky and to receive it. 

2) God is still in the miracle business. 
 
If God can’t perform the miracle described in Joshua 10, 
then He can’t perform any miracle and is imprisoned in His 
own creation, unable to use or suspend the very laws He 
built into it. I have a difficult time believing in that kind of a 
God. Be Strong, Warren Wiersbe 
 
Are we living with the kind of faith that Joshua had?  It took 
faith for Joshua and Israel to respond to the Gibeonites, but 
they did, and they did not delay.  We are promised victory 
now, are we quick to believe God and obey without delay? 
 
Are we asking God for miracles?  And then are we seeing 
them when He provides them?   
 
God stopped the sun, He kept a man alive in the belly of a 
whale, He raised the dead, healed the blind, the mute, the 
sick and the demon possessed.  He split the Red Sea, brought 
the plagues on Egypt, caused the waters of the Jordan to 
stand in a heap.  Sent His Son to die for us, sinners, raised 
Him from the dead, and two thousand years later, here we 
are, still experiencing His miracles, still living our lives for 
Him.   
 
God hasn’t stopped doing miracles for us but it seems to be 
harder to believe in miracles in our day and age.  We are so 
inundated with science and we feel the need for a rational 
explanation that we cannot seem to anchor in the 
supernatural.  God is a God of miracles, do we have the faith 
to ask for them and believe Him for them? 
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Mark 6:4–6 (NKJV)  
4But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his own country, among his own relatives, and 
in his own house.”  
5Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He 
laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.  
6And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He 
went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.  
 
Matthew 13:57–58  
57So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honor except in his own 
country and in his own house.”  
58Now He did not do many mighty works there because of 
their unbelief.  
 
God fights for us too, we know that Jesus Himself intercedes 
for us, it is time to examine where we have lost the faith to 
believe God for crazy, powerful, life-changing miracles, it is 
time to believe.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


