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“The Northern Conquest” Joshua 11:1- 23, Week 23  
 
As we examine this portion of scripture together, please pray and ask the Lord’s 
blessing on this week’s study in Joshua. 
 
This week we’re going to look at Chapter 11, verses 1 through 23.  Please read all of 
these verses now.   
 
Joshua 11:1-15 (NASB) 
 
“1Then it came about, when Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, that he sent to Jobab king 
of Madon and to the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph, 

2 and to the kings who were of the north in the hill country, and in the Arabah or —
south of Chinneroth and in the lowland and on the heights of Dor on the west—  

3 to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and the Amorite and the Hittite and the 
Perizzite and the Jebusite in the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of Hermon in the 
land of Mizpeh. 

4 They came out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that 
is on the seashore, with very many horses and chariots.  

5 So all of these kings having agreed to meet, came and encamped together at the 
waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 

6 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at 
this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses 
and burn their chariots with fire.”  

7 So Joshua and all the people of war with him came upon them suddenly by the 
waters of Merom, and attacked them.  

8 The LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they defeated them, and 
pursued them as far as Great Sidon  

and Misrephoth-maim and the valley of Mizpeh to the east; and they struck them until 
no survivor was left to them. 

9 Joshua did to them as the LORD had told him; he hamstrung their horses and burned 
their chariots with fire. 
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10 Then Joshua turned back at that time, and captured Hazor and struck its king with 
the sword; for Hazor formerly was the head of all these kingdoms.  

11 They struck every person who was in it with the edge of the sword, utterly 
destroying them; there was no one left who breathed.  And he burned Hazor with fire.  

12 Joshua captured all the cities of these kings, and all their kings, and he struck them 
with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed them; just as Moses the servant of 
the LORD had commanded.  

13 However, Israel did not burn any cities that stood on their mounds, except Hazor   
alone, which Joshua burned.  

14 All the spoil of these cities and the cattle, the sons of Israel took as their plunder; but 
they struck every man with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them. They 
left no one who breathed.  

15 Just as the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, 
and so Joshua did; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded 
Moses.” 

16 Thus Joshua took all that land: the hill country and all the Negev, all that land of 
Goshen the lowland, the Arabah, the hill country of Israel and its lowland  

17 from Mount Halak that rises toward Seir, even as far as Baal-gad in the valley of 
Lebanon at the foot of Mount Hermon.  And he captured all their kings and struck 
them down and put them to death.  

18 Joshua waged war a long time with all these kings.  

19 There was not a city which made peace with the sons of Israel except the Hivites    
living in Gibeon; they took them all in battle.  

20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he 
might utterly destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, but that he might 
destroy them, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

21 Then Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of Judah and from all the 
hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities.  

22 There were no Anakim left in the land of the sons of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and 
in Ashdod some remained.  



	 3	

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses, 
and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their 
tribes. Thus the land had rest from war.” 

Before we study today’s verses, let’s remind ourselves as to what Joshua believes 
about God.  

First, Joshua believes that God is all-powerful.   

Second, Joshua believes that God always keeps His promises. 

Third, Joshua believes that God will always be with him. 

As a result of believing these three (3) things about God, Joshua has a strong and 
courageous faith.   

And not only does he have a strong and courageous faith.  His faith grows! 

The wonderful thing about following the Lord is that we, too, can have increased faith. 

Romans 5:1-5 says the following truths regarding our tribulations here on earth. 
 
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  

2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which 
we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  

3And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings 
about perseverance;  

4and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  

5and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

One reason that you are reading this today is because you, too, want to have a strong 
and courageous faith.  Well, the encouragement for you today is that you are doing 
one of the best things you can do as a Christian.  You are here studying the Bible!       
As a result, you are going to hear God’s Living Word and your heart and mind will be 
strengthened!  

First Corinthians 10:11 says, 
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“Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 
instruction … “ 

So as we read God’s Word this week, we will be instructed as to how we should 
conduct our lives as Christians. 

In addition, let’s remember that in Acts 17:10-15, we are encouraged to be Bereans. 

“Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things 
were so.” 
 

So as we examine this chapter together, we are going to learn how Joshua and his men 
are able to conquer the northern region of Canaan.  We’ll also discover specific 
strategies that Joshua uses against the Canaanites to permanently eliminate them as a 
threat.  And finally, we’ll see how Joshua’s continued reliance on the Lord leads to a 
season of rest from the war and provision for his people. 

Part I 
 
So as we examine these verses, a few things become evident to us as we read. 
 
Let’s look again at verses 4, 5 and 6.   

“4  They came out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand 
that is on the seashore, with very many horses and chariots.   

5  So all of these kings having agreed to meet, came and encamped together at the 
waters of Merom (Merr’ Rom), to fight against Israel.   

6  Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at 
this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses 
and burn their chariots with fire.”  

Here Joshua and his men are met with a large gathering of people who are hell-bent 
on their destruction.  Specifically, it says here in the text that there are as many people 
as the sand that is on the seashore.  In essence, that means “too many to count” or an 
overwhelming majority.  They are literally outnumbered and outmanned.  This must 
have been shocking to Joshua and his men. 
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Josephus tells us the number of troops that Joshua’s army is up against -- at the 
beginning of this chapter.  He says that there are 300,000 enemy troops arrayed 
against the Israelites at this time.  And as we just read in the text, this alliance is 
composed of soldiers from various groups who are united in hopes of completely 
wiping out God’s people.   
 
In addition to this overwhelming number of soldiers, Josephus states that there are 
about 10,000 cavalry.  So the combination of 300,000 troops plus 10,000 cavalry  
makes for an apparent overwhelming scenario in the hearts and minds of the Israelites.   
 
Not only that, but Josephus adds another frightening number to his estimate.             
He says that there are 20,000 chariots.   
 
So now there are 300,000 footmen from the north, plus 10,000 soldiers who are ready 
to fight on horseback PLUS 20,000 chariots.   
 
And it is interesting to note that chariots in Joshua’s day were considered to be the 
terror of the infantry.   
 
Part of this was due to their construction.  These chariots had sides, spinning blades 
and hubs.  They also were daunting -- to the opposing soldiers on the ground --
because they were manned by 3 men.  Each chariot had:  a charioteer, a javelin 
thrower and a bowman with arrows. 
 
In addition they would ride a type of platform that would make it easy to be mobile 
on the battlefield.  These chariots were scary and effective.  Today we would say their 
equivalent would be an armored tank.  Very threatening indeed. 
 
So what the Lord says to Joshua in verse 6 is, “Don’t be afraid.”   
 
The Lord knew that as Joshua and his men started to see this alliance gathering 
momentum and by watching their number getting larger and larger, this group of 
pagans were soon becoming a viable threat. 
 
The Lord gave Joshua, who was a skilled general at this point, specific details as to how 
they should go after them.  The Lord says “tomorrow, at this time (a specific time), I 
(who?) will deliver ALL of them slain before Israel.”  
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And then the Lord says to him that his army should hamstring the enemy’s horses and 
burn their chariots with fire.  As we look at this command of the Lord, we notice that 
the Lord gives them a specific time to act with clear directions.  
 
That’s one thing that is amazing about the Lord.  He always goes before us and knows 
what is going to happen.  He gives us clarity and specificity.  Even though we 
oftentimes don’t know all of the particulars as to how and why, ours is to listen and 
obey.  For there’s no other way!   

Deuteronomy 31:8 says, 
"The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you 
or forsake you.  Do not fear or be dismayed." 
 
And Philippians 4:19 says,  
“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
In John 14:3, we read,    
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also.” 
 
His Word is full of directions and instruction.  That’s one of the things that I love about 
Him.  He’s very clear and instructs us over and over again with the same words of love. 
 
Kim’s Story 
 
When I was a teacher in a local high school classroom years ago, I found that one of 
the most effective means of reinforcing a concept was to be clear about the 
expectations that I had for each student’s performance in the classroom.  
 
And this included all types of performance in the classroom – such as their academic 
performance (grades), and their social performance (behavior and attitude towards 
others), etc.  
 
For example, early on in the first semester of my First-Year French class, the students 
had to complete a Family Tree project in French.  We called it, “Mon arbre 
généologique” or “Ma Famille” (My Family.) 
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The purpose of this project was to allow the students to create a family tree using the 
vocabulary they had just learned the week before. 
 
They were to customize this project using their own drawings, photos or cut-outs from 
popular magazines.  The main point of this assignment was to teach the students how 
to correctly use their newly acquired French vocabulary in describing their own family 
members … and, of course, I let them be extremely creative.  I wanted them to have a 
lot of fun! 
 
Knowing that many of the students came from difficult family situations, such as single-
parent families, I told the students that they could “create” a family for their project.  I 
encouraged them to either use their real dad or use a celebrity for their dad.  I wasn’t 
too concerned with regard to who was selected as their family member for a certain 
slot.  I just wanted them to practice describing their family members in French.  That 
was the key to the whole project. 
 
Once the due date arrived, I was really looking forward to seeing their work.  And the 
students were very excited to be bringing their projects to class and so they would  
have a chance to share their “Arbre généologique” with their friends in class! 
 
Over the years, I found that it was always very helpful if I did three (3) things. 
 
First, I handed out a piece of paper containing the specific details of the projects – 
including all required French vocabulary, possible materials they could use and 
dimensions, etc. 
 
Second, I used the overhead projector and walked through the “Family Tree” project 
step-by-step.  During this part of the lesson I answered any/all student questions. 
 
Third, I passed around 5 projects that had been completed by former students.   
 
I found that this process allowed to students to be very clear in their minds as to what I 
was expecting them to create.   
 
Because they had a rubric on their desks, and they were able to listen to my step-by-
step explanation of the project, most had a very good idea as to what I was asking 
them to complete.  Only a few students asked for some type of clarification. 
 



	 8	

And what was really fun was watching the students all over the room checking out the 
former students’ Family Trees!  Once they had seen the 1-page hand-out, heard the 
explanation from me as to what I was expecting them to do, and then had a chance to 
actually touch a former student’s project, the students started getting excited!   
 
I could hear a buzz starting in the classroom!  Now each student was prepared (and 
excited!) to go home and create their own version of a Family Tree in French. 
 
And do you know what happened?  The quality level of students’ projects improved 
dramatically.  Instead of me describing, “Well, what it should be like, and what it 
should include is this …” I was able to be very specific and let them know the exact 
content I was expecting them to use.  It was very effective.  The instruction was clear, 
manageable, and relevant.  And they knew that there was also a degree of flexibility.  
They knew they had artistic license in terms of their overall presentation of the material.  
And to a teen?  That is all-important! 
 
So this concept of the necessity and importance of clear directions applies here in 
Joshua’s situation, too. 
 
The Lord tells him that on the next day, at the very same time, he and his men would 
have victory over this northern alliance.  He says to Joshua that He would deliver all of 
their enemies slain, and that He would eliminate these pagan kings and armies forever. 
 
He gives Joshua a specific time frame and method by which it would be done. 
 
The Lord also commands Joshua and his army to hamstring their enemy’s horses and 
burn their chariots with fire. 
 
This is a fascinating portion of scripture.  Scholars who enjoy studying military history  
tell us that the strategies used by Joshua and his army during this time period were 
unique and extremely effective. 
 
Many military researchers have examined Joshua’s offensive tactics.  And they find that 
he was successful due to the following three (3) effective strategies.    
 
One, he is a fast mover. 
Two, he knows the terrain. 
And three, he uses the element of surprise.   
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He knows everything about the landscape, he moves quickly, and always sneaks up on 
his enemy. 
 
For example, as we read about the Lord’s instruction to hamstring the enemy’s horses 
and burn the chariots, Joshua knew that his men had to go behind enemy lines, and 
act quickly to disable the horses.   

To hamstring a horse, they had to severe the horse’s key tendon with a sword so that it 
would bleed, become lame and incapacitated.  

One commentator said that Joshua and his men probably did this quickly -- when the 
horses were unharnessed (either just before or after watering) so that the enemy troops 
wouldn’t be able to respond in time.  It caused great confusion in the Canaanites’ 
camp and forced them to flee on foot. 

The second part of the Lord’s instruction was to set fire to all of the chariots.            
They were to burn every single one of them.    

I read one commentary that stated the fact that Joshua and his men had never owned 
horses or chariots so they wouldn’t be able to control the horses or even use them 
immediately. 

The Lord ordered them to burn them like you would burn wood in an in	incinerator.  
They had to burn them was so that they would never be used again.  The Lord did not 
want them to be taken as booty after the battle.  He didn’t want His people depending 
on chariots.  He wanted them to always trust in Him for their deliverance – and not in 
chariots. 

Let’s turn over to Psalm 20 and take a look at what verse 7 says, 

“Some boast in chariots and some in horses, 
But we will boast in the name of the LORD, our God.” 
 
So here we read that Joshua and his men obey the command of the Lord.  They quickly 
hamstring the horses and burn all of the chariots in order to completely neutralize the 
enemy’s strategy.  No longer would they be a threat to the Israelites’ army.  It was a 
brilliant military move and the Israelites had a victory as a result. 

So Principle #1 from this text is: 

God gives us specific instructions to overcome our enemies. 
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Part II 
 
Next, we want to focus on verses 12, 13 and 14. 
 
Here we read that Joshua captured the cities of these kings and utterly destroyed all of 
the armies.  Then he destroyed Hazor, and took all of the spoil of these cities, including 
their cattle.  They did leave any survivors.   
 
The question we have in our minds is the following:  Why did the Lord ask the Israelites 
to kill every person in the enemy camp? 
 
There are several factors.   
 
First, the Lord didn’t want the Canaanites to infect His people with any of their 
abominations.  They were wicked and idolatrous.  They were also strong and fierce. 
The Lord knew that the Canaanites wanted to wipe out His people, so in order to 
defend them, He commanded that they kill every one of them.   
 
This land was to be given to His people ONLY.  They were to possess the land … 
period.  No other people group.  There would be No compromise or discussion about 
it.  There would be No accommodations for this alliance.  God knew their hearts and 
He made the decision to completely and utterly wipe them out. 
 
One interesting fact is that Joshua and his men were allowed to take the spoil from the 
battle.  We can now see why the Lord allowed this.  They were enriched with the spoil 
of their oppressors so they would be able to set up in the land of Canaan.   
 
This fact is pretty amazing!  God always provides for the needs of His people.  He went 
before Joshua and his people and does the same for us.  He never left them in the 
lurch.  Nor has He left us to our own devices.  He provided for them as a result of this 
battle and He provides for us daily which meet all of our needs.   
 
He was with THEM before, during and after this battle, and He is with US every 
moment of every hour of every day.  He is always with us.  These are such great 
promises of the Lord! 
 
So Principle #2 from this text is the following: 
God gives us spiritual riches to sustain us daily.  
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As I was thinking about this promise, that the Lord gives us things after the battle, I 
thought about the amazing verse found in Isaiah 45:3.  Let’s turn there together. 
 
Isaiah 45:3 say, 
“I will give you the treasures of darkness and hidden wealth of secret places.  So that 
you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name.” 
 
Part III 
 
The next verse I want to draw you attention to verse 18.  It says, 

“Joshua waged war a long time with all these kings.” 

Even though it only takes a few minutes to read this verse aloud, the text says that 
Joshua and his army waged war for a very long time.  And that means exactly what it 
says.  A very l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-n-n-n-n-n-n-n-n-n-g-g-g-g-g-g-g-g-g-g-g time! 

Most biblical scholars agree that Joshua and his men warred with these enemies in the 
land for a period of about seven (7) years. 

When we are engaged in a difficulty for a long time, a seemingly endless trial, I think 
the word is interminable, we often get very tired.  And we can sometimes lose our 
perspective.  We look at the vast array of troops in front of us, the difficult 
circumstances, the weapons formed against us, and we can get discouraged. 

Isaiah 54:17 says, 
 
“No weapon that is formed against you will prosper …” 
 
In 1 Samuel 17:47 we read, 

“And that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. 
For the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hand.” 

And one of my favorite verses is found in 2 Corinthians 2:14.  It says, 

“But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession,            
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.” 

The best news regarding these promises is that some day we will be able to rest from 
our earthly battles. 
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Let’s jump down to the last verse in this chapter so we can learn about the Israelites’ 
very good news! 

Let’s look at the verse 23 together. 

“So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses, 
and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their 
tribes.  Thus the land had rest from war.” 

Let’s read that last part of the verse together once again!  Thus the land had rest from 
war!  Isn’t that an encouraging verse? 

So what does it mean exactly for these men “to rest from war?” 

Essentially, it means just what it says!  They ceased from everything that is associated 
with wartime activities.  No more killing.  No more threats.  There is a peace in the land 
and their hearts and minds are at rest. 

What a relief it was for these steadfast and reliable warriors!  They could finally breathe 
a little.  They could now laugh a little bit more together.  They could plan for the future 
and get excited for their upcoming “inheritance distribution party!” 

So Principle #3 from Chapter 11 is the following: 

God gives us rest from our spiritual battles. 

There’s no greater moment than … when the storm has ceased, or when a pregnant 
mother’s labor is over, or the moment when two countries stop fighting and the 
citizens of both countries get to celebrate the good news in the streets and finally live 
in freedom. 

Spiritually speaking, we know that as believers in Jesus, we, too, have entered into His 
rest.  As soon as we ask Jesus to come into our hearts, His Holy Spirit begins to fill us 
with His love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.  These are the fruit of the Spirit as listed in the 5th chapter of Galatians.   

Ephesians 1:13-14 says, 
“In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  

14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s 
own possession, to the praise of His glory.” 
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We enter into His rest when we surrender every area of our lives to Jesus.   

 
Matthew 11:28-30 says, 
 
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  

29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.   

30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

Entering into Jesus’ rest means there is no longer a war going on internally.  Instead of 
restlessness and confusion, there is Jesus’ peace.  A peace that transcends any 
circumstance or difficulty.   

Jesus says in John 13, verses 1 through 6,  

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  

2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  

3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also.  

4 And you know the way where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know 
the way?”  

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me.” 

And in John 14:27, He says, 
 
“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you.  Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 

 

So if we look at the turbulent waters and circumstances in our lives as allowed by the  
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Lord for His purposes, then we can know that He is working out all of the details 
according to our good and His glory!  

It is now obvious to us, as we read this chapter, that the Lord had prepared Joshua and 
his men years before this amazing conquest of the northern territories.   

He knew that the Lord was all-powerful, always keeps His promises, and would always 
be with Him.   

As a result of believing these three (3) things about God, Joshua has a strong and 
courageous faith.   

And not only does he have a strong and courageous faith.  His faith grows during this 
conquest of the northern territories! 

It has been said that the book of Joshua and the book of Ephesians are parallel books.  
That is, Joshua is a picture of “Spiritual Victory” and Ephesians is the “Book of 
Heavenly Places in Christ.” 

The good news for us – as believers in Jesus – is that we can enter into His rest on a 
daily basis by faith. 

Just as the Israelites entered and possessed the Promised Land as an earthly 
inheritance given to Abraham, we --as members of the church --are to enter into our 
heavenly inheritance in Jesus. 

And just as the Israelites were blessed with every material blessing in earthly places in 
Abraham, so we as believers are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. 

 
Just as Joshua and his men were to accomplish specific tasks for the Lord during this 
move into the Promised Land, we, too, can accomplish specific tasks for the Lord in our 
lives and in this church today and every day. 
 
Matthew 28:19-20  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” 

Our Abba, our heavenly Father, our Giver of all good things -- gives us clear and timely 
instructions.  He asks us to go places both near and far, teaching anyone who has eyes 
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to see, and ears to hear, that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, and that He will 
always be with all believers forever.   

He guides us, protects us, provides for us and does wonders in our midst. 

Also, the Lord’s timing is perfect, His ways are higher than our ways and we can rest in 
His love.   

And finally, we are strengthened as we look to Him in any and all circumstances, and 
we are rich in His imperishable, undying, deathless, timeless, ageless, perennial, eternal 
inheritance. 

2 Chronicles 20:12 
“O our God, will You not judge them?  For we are powerless before this great 
multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on 
You.” 
 
Let’s pray together and thank the Lord for these amazing promises that we’ve gleaned 
today as we’ve studied His Word.   


